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OPEN CITY 



CHARLES PETERSON / SUB POP 


SOUNDGARDEN In 1991, the band played shows at RKCNDY and Off Ramp. 


Witnessing History 

BY JOHN RODERICK 


O n September 5 and 6, 1991, Sound- 
garden played two Seattle shows 
about a month before the official 
release of their third LI? Badmotor finger. 
The venues were the Off Ramp (now El 
Corazon/Funhouse) and RKCNDY, which 
was then a fancy new club around the cor- 
ner (and is now the location of a Marriott 
Springhill Suites). 

Soundgarden were arguably Seattle’s 
biggest band at that point (it always felt like 
Alice in Chains were from the Eastside, any- 
way), and these two shows were deliberate 
underplays — some keep-it-real club dates 
for their local fans to counter the argument 
that they’d sold out to the Hollywood metal 
machine. 

I’d been fired from the Off Ramp a couple 
of months before — the new owners failed to 
see how my sarcastic humor made up for be- 
ing a shitty busboy — but I retained my free- 
entry privileges for a couple of years, and 
they extended to RKCNDY because club 


staff were an insular and reciprocal tribe 
then. We all knew each other, and I still know 
some of those people today. 

Anyway, I was at both shows. Up to that 
point, I’d thought Soundgarden were a bit on 
the “slightly-out-of-tune metal” side of the 
Seattle music scene, but I went because that’s 
what we did then: went to shows. There was 
absolutely nothing else to do in Seattle but 
get high and make art. 

Bands were so varied then: Posies, Young 
Fresh Fellows, Girl Trouble, Hammerbox, Sir 
Mix-A-Lot, Fastbacks, Treepeople, TAD, the 
Walkabouts, the Gits, Screaming Trees, Skin 
Yard, Love Battery, Gas Huffer, the Accused. 
There was no “Seattle sound.” The only com- 
mon denominator was that everyone was 
slightly out of tune, except Mix. 

I showed up, and the Off Ramp was com- 
pletely, ridiculously packed, flouting the fire 
code and human decency. Shit, they could sell 
200 more tickets on a night like that if no one 
got uptight about potentially dying of suf- 


focation. The club was humid, filled with the 
stench of cigarettes, bleach water, leather, 
and punk/hippies. It was a shitty town then, 
did I mention? No safe spaces of any kind. 

Then: Soundgarden. 

Immediately it was obvious they were at 
escape velocity, bigger than us now. I’d been 
seeing 15 bands a week for a straight year, 
and no one put their foot down like this. 
Chris Cornell had been doing the shirtless 
frontman thing for a long time — but now 
he was playing guitar, and it felt serious. 
They opened with “Birth 
Ritual,” and the room 
went bananas. I mean, 
the room went bananas. 

You’ve seen pictures from 
the era, I’m sure. People 
flying through the air. 

At the center was Cor- 
nell, serious, relaxed, and funny, like the gen- 
erous older brother I desperately wished I’d 
had. The band was not being ironic, which 
seemed RADICAL. I fell completely in love. 
Obviously, he was beautiful, and I’d dismissed 
him as a pretty boy, but I was wrong. He 
wasn’t a hair-metal poodle; he was something 
else entirely. No one could ever say exactly 
what after that. 

At one point, a girl ran up onstage and 
kissed him. She cried joyfully as security es- 
corted her offstage. I remember her being 
pretty, dressed in the uniform that defined 


our time — floral baby-doll dress and combat 
boots. I was impressed by the weird, dark 
Beatlemania of it, but then Cornell com- 
mented gently, “Hey, if I was a female singer 
and that had been a dude, it wouldn’t have 
been cool, would it?” In essence, he was say- 
ing, “Maybe I’m a sex symbol to you, but I’m 
a person and I’m at work.” Meanwhile, over 
on MTV? Warrant were singing about “Cher- 
ry Pie” and spraying a bikini model with a 
fire hose. It was a sea change of attitude that 
felt like an insurrection. 

I went to RKCNDY 
the following night be- 
cause I was converted, 
and in that markedly dif- 
ferent venue, Soundgar- 
den succeeded in blowing 
up the room again. People 
went bananas and flew 
through the air. I knew I’d witnessed some- 
thing. They weren’t out of tune anymore, 
and being out of tune didn’t feel as neces- 
sary all of a sudden. 

Those two shows happened at an apex, a 
period when Seattle went boom, falling right 
in the middle of a few-month span that saw 
the release of some seminal grunge releas- 
es: Mudhoney’s Every Good Boy Deserves 
Fudge (July 23), Pearl Jam’s Ten (August 
27), and Nirvana’s Nevermind (September 
24). You could argue about the high point for- 
ever — but for me, that was the peak. ■ 


The band was not 
being ironic, which 
seemed RADICAL. 


OiB 


To submit an unsigned confession or accusation, send an e-mail to ianonymous@thestranger.com. 
Please remember to change the names of the innocent and guilty. 


DISCOVERY RECOVERY 



I was walking with my family at 
Discovery Park when I noticed a man 
lying in the grass. I stopped, debat- 
ing with myself if 
I should help an 
unconscious man or 
if I'd be interrupt- 
ing a gentleman's 
restful Sunday nap. 

While I stood there 
impotently uncer- 
tain, you and your 
group came out 
of the trees on the 
other side of the 
grassy area. You took 
the time to check 
on him. I walked up 
to see if there was 


anything I could help with, but you 
were already offering him your water 
bottle, getting out a blanket, calling 
emergency services, 
asking him the im- 
portant questions. 

You helped a man in 
desperate need. 

Thank you for 
being decisive and 
helpful to a fellow 
human who needed 
someone to step in. 

I'm happy to share 
this planet with 
people like you, the 
type of person I strive 
(and often fail) to be. 

STEVEN WEISSMAN AtlO fly HI O US 
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NIKKITA OLIVER “We are at a crucial pivot point. ” 

The Independent 

Is Seattle Ready for Nikkita Oliver? 

BY STEVEN HSIEH 


EDITOR’S NOTE: This is the first of six 
profiles of 2017 mayoral candidates we’ll be 
publishing in the coming weeks. 

I n a community center just blocks away 
from King County’s juvenile lockup, 
Nikkita Oliver stares at a whiteboard 
marked with the names of teenagers consid- 
ered for enrollment in Creative Justice, an 
alternatives-to-incarceration arts education 
program for youth. 

Money is tight, and five of the 23 names 
on the whiteboard need to go. Aaron Counts, 
the program’s lead engagement artist, puts a 
yellow mark next to students who might not 
be able to return. One student came to the 
program through a friend but isn’t currently 
involved in the court system. Others may just 
not be the right fit for this particular program. 

But Oliver desperately wants to avoid tell- 
ing students they can’t return to the program, 
which she views as a safe space for youth who 
aren’t afforded the same benefit at home or 
at school. 

“I mean, there are so many referrals,” 
says Counts, by which he means juveniles 
sent from police to the King County Prosecut- 
ing Attorney’s Office. 

“I will sponsor one of them for $40 a week 
to keep them engaged,” Oliver says. There 
simply isn’t enough staff or resources to meet 
the program’s demands. “We need a plan. I 
don’t want to tell them they can’t come back. 
That would be detrimental. I’m down to take 
on more work.” 


“Nikkita, you don’t have time,” Counts 
says. 

“This is more important.” 

L ess than an hour later, Oliver, wearing 
a Black Panther Party hoodie and hoop 
earrings, moves to another room of Washing- 
ton Hall in the Central District, where she’s 
holding her first Friday evening volunteer 
fair since declaring her candidacy for mayor 
of Seattle. 

Dozens of prospective volunteers file into 
the second-story room to lend their time to 
the first candidate for Seattle mayor with 
a background in slam poetry, pro bono le- 
gal work, arts education, amateur boxing, 
and radical activism. Tables arranged at the 
room’s periphery carry sign-up sheets for 
canvassers, campus outreach coordinators, 
and policy advisers. Another table sells multi- 
cultural cookbooks for $12 (two for $20). 

Beanies and backpacks make a good show- 
ing at the fair. So do people of color, marking 
a stark contrast to gatherings of other Seattle 
leftist groups like Socialist Alternative or the 
local chapter of the Democratic Socialists 
of America. (The former, led by city council 
member Kshama Sawant, endorsed Oliver 
this month. The latter has yet to endorse a 
candidate for mayor.) 

Asked why he came out today, 22-year-old 
Carlos Nieto, a barista, tells The Stranger: “I 
believe what she says. I believe it because I’ve 


seen her in the streets.” 

Oliver entered the race on March 8 under 
the banner of the Peoples Party, a new political 
group that formed in the wake of the November 
elections. Much of the party’s core volunteer 
group connected during a recent surge of lo- 
cal and national activism: Black Lives Matter, 
NoDAPL, and movements against a proposed 
juvenile detention center in the Central District 
(No New Youth Jail) and a police station near 
North Seattle College (Block the Bunker). 

“We’re all homies. We all work together,” 
said Peoples Party member Jerrell Davis, 24, 
who met Oliver in 2006 when he was a middle 
schooler enrolled in a South Seattle summer 
program run by the nonprofit Urban Impact. 
She had recently moved to Seattle from Indi- 
anapolis to pursue a nursing degree at Seattle 
Pacific University. (Davis and Oliver have be- 
come close friends over the years. Together, 
they’ve led protests and organized open mics 
in South Seattle coffee shops.) 

As Seattle reeled from the election of Don- 
ald Trump, young organizers and activists 
started to seriously think about running one 
of their own for office. Their platform would 
not shy away from intersectionality, an ana- 
lytical model that recognizes the inexorable 
links between politics, economics, race, class, 
gender, sexuality, and religion. Oliver, the 
daughter of a factory worker and a pharma- 
ceutical rep, emerged as an obvious choice for 
the face of the Peoples Party. 

“She represents the change we need to 
see,” says Davis, who took part in the party’s 
formative meetings. “She’s black. She identi- 
fies as queer. She is a woman. People will see 
why we all love her.” As Oliver puts it: “My life 
and my identity don’t allow me to escape the 
realities of injustice. I see it all day, every day. 
Either I can choose to engage in a way that is 
about solution-building and transforming the 
system or I can just let it bring me down.” 

With a background in public speaking, Oli- 
ver also proved an effective messenger for the 
Peoples Party’s stump speech, which centers 
on a question of who gets to remain in Seattle 
during this period of rapid development and 
soaring housing costs. Oliver expressed this 
existential urgency in response to a question 
on The Breakfast Club, a New York City- 
based radio program known for its interviews 
with hiphop artists. One of the show’s hosts, 
Charlamagne Tha God, asked Oliver whether 
she could have more of an impact as “an activ- 
ist or a politician.” 

“You know, that has been my struggle,” 
Oliver said. “We are at a crucial pivot point, 
a crucial time where if we don’t actually grab 
some elected power, especially in Seattle, we’re 
not going to get to live in that city anymore. We 
won’t exist there, and so it won’t matter how 
many times we march in the street in Seattle 
or how many times we shut down city council 
meetings, we won’t have homes there.” 

Last week, Oliver stood with Sawant and 
independent city council candidate Jon Grant 
to announce a three-pronged housing af- 
fordability plan: (1) pushing for rent control, 
which is currently illegal in Washington State, 
(2) raising taxes on the wealthy to fund public 
housing (this leg of the plan is short on specif- 
ics), and (3) bumping up the current 2 to 11 
percent set-aside requirement for affordable 
housing in new developments. 

Like Sawant in her 2013 city council cam- 
paign, Oliver counts her outsider status as a 
strength. The Peoples Party online platform 
lists “Declaring Independent” first, followed 
by “No Corporate Donations.” According to 
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Oliver’s latest campaign finance filing — she 
had raised $34,360 — the majority of her cam- 
paign chest comes from small donations, $50 
or less. Fourteen people have donated the 
limit, $500. Her smallest donation came from 
a child who gave up her 13 cent allowance at 
Oliver’s campaign launch event. 

At the same time, Oliver’s independence 
from the Democratic Party may prove to be 
her greatest weakness in an increasingly 
competitive mayor’s race. When she an- 
nounced her candidacy, Oliver was considered 
the most formidable challenger to incumbent 
mayor Ed Murray. But child sex-abuse alle- 
gations tanked Murray’s reelection campaign 
and opened the gates for at least five other 
serious candidates for mayor, most of whom 
are elected officials. 

Can Oliver convince high-income, over- 
whelmingly white voting blocs, which reliably 
turn out for Democrats in off-year elections, 
to vote for a candidate who wants fewer police 
officers and higher taxes for the wealthy? She 
says, “We should all have to take some of the 
burden of making our city more accessible and 
equitable as we continue to grow, and I think 
there are wealthier, whiter Seattleites who re- 
ally want to do that. They just don’t know how.” 

*** 

O n a rainy Monday evening, three days 
after her volunteer fair, Oliver returns 
to the same second-story room at Washington 
Hall for a community meeting with members 
of Seattle’s Eritrean diaspora. One of Oliver’s 
volunteers, an Eritrean American, got the 
word out through Facebook. 

We’re here for the Peoples Party’s fifth 
“listening post,” essentially a longer, more in- 
depth meet and greet. Oliver has already held 
sessions with the Somali and deaf communi- 
ties, as well as neighborhood-specific listening 
posts in the University District and Mount 
Baker. Up next: Chinatown-International 
District and Fremont. 

“To see communities of color showing up, 
to see anarchists showing up in a space just 
because Nikkita is showing up — that to me is 
amazing,” said Yin Yu, a 38-year-old volunteer 
who helps coordinate Oliver’s listening posts. 

Hiphop blares from next door, where a 
class called Beats to the Rhyme is taking 
place. About a dozen Eritrean Americans and 
Eritrean nationals sit in chairs arranged in a 
circle. After brief introductions, Oliver opens 
the floor to her prospective constituents. 

Yonas Fikak, a 28-year-old who works at 
an education nonprofit, asks the first ques- 
tion. He says he works in a school with big 
Eritrean and Ethiopian populations: “I see 
them as the future, and I get upset because 
they’re being cheated on big-time. It’s very 
sad. Now, given the funding situation with the 
Seattle Public Schools, what’s your vision for 
education, especially for low-income students 
who are in schools set to fail for life?” 

Oliver leans forward and nods her head 
through Fikak’s question. In her answer, 
she first acknowledges that the public school 
system’s struggles can be traced to Olym- 
pia, where state lawmakers have failed to 
adequately fund education as required by 
the landmark McCleary decision. But that’s 
not enough, Oliver says, “On a Peoples Party 
perspective, we’re interested in not just get- 
ting people in office at the city and county, but 
we’re looking at the school board, too. Within 
the next 10 years, we’re hoping to be running 
school board members.” ■ 
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Artisanal Dabbing 

Don’t Laugh — Dabs Are 
a Fine Local Craft Product 

BY LESTER BLACK 


I t is 10:30 p.m. on a Sunday, and I am 
pointing the blue flame of a propane 
torch at a little glass piece fixed to the 
end of a water pipe. It takes about a minute 
for the glass nail to start to glow red-hot. 
That’s when I turn the torch off and start my 
timer. After about 40 seconds, the red glow 
has faded and I drop a piece of hash about the 
size of a grain of rice onto the nail. I breathe 
in as the hash vaporizes and get a hit that 
pops with fruitiness and the epitome of fresh 
green flavor. 

And with that airy, light hit, all the stress 
from my weekend job fades away as I sink 
into my couch. 

Mentioning dabbing in the company 
of adults, even the 
pot-friendly twenty- 
somethings I spend 
most of my time 
with, evokes laughs 
and mocking scorn: 

“Isn’t that like the 
moonshine of weed?” 

“Why do you need 
to get THAT high?” 

“What’s next, you’re 
going drill a hole in 
your skull and get 
high through a cra- 
nial IV of THC?” 

I usually respond 
by offering them a small dab of a top-shelf 
concentrate, and they are almost always 
convinced that dabs are far more interesting 
than they thought. Concentrates are as fine 
a local craft product as any award-winning 
Washington State wine or beer. Pot farmers 
are some of the most exacting gardeners 
in the world, and the processors making 
top-shelf concentrates are as precise and 
professional as any brewer or vintner. And 
all of their work happens in Washington, 
often grown and processed within Seattle 
itself. 

Most concentrates used 
for dabs test from 65 to 
99 percent THC, which 
make them astoundingly 
strong, between three and 
five times as strong as top- 
shelf cannabis flower. But 
think about these potency 
numbers through the lens 
of the alcohol industry and 
they seem less absurd. 

Whiskey is at least eight 
times stronger than an average beer, and 
can sometimes be sold as high as 60 percent 
alcohol, about 12 times stronger than beer. 
Meanwhile, consuming too much THC can’t 
kill you, but alcohol can. 

That fruity dab I did at the beginning 
of this story was a Pineapple Express hash 
made by Terpco. An earlier visit to Terpco’s 
Sodo facility reminded me immediately of 
a craft brewery — the people who own the 
company are also the ones making the prod- 
uct, and every aspect of their business is 
built around the craft. They start with fresh, 


uncured bud and then freeze it, preserving 
all of the pot’s flavorful terpene compounds. 
Then they process their weed using purely 
mechanical means, in either ice-water baths 
for their “ice wax” or pushed through filters 
on mechanical presses for their “rosins.” 

“Our techniques are all about making the 
terpiest dabs possible, and we firmly believe 
that using our solvent-free process does 
that,” said Tyler Smith, co-owner of Terpco. 

Not every great dab is solvent-free, 
though. Oleum Extracts nearly swept this 
year’s DOPE Cup — the premier weed con- 
test in Washington — with five different 
awards in the extract category. Oleum ex- 
tracts their concentrates by using a blend of 
propane, butane, and 
other hydrocarbon 
gases, producing po- 
tent but still flavorful 
concentrates. Justin 
Marsh, spokesperson 
for Oleum, said their 
techniques allow an 
even greater concen- 
tration of flavor. 

“It ends up with 
that very sweet, very 
nice flavor,” Marsh 
said. “We’ve taken out 
all of the bad-tasting 
stuff like the plant’s 
chlorophyll, the salts, the minerals.” 

X-Tracted Laboratories is another hy- 
drocarbon processor making some of the 
finest dabs in the world out of their Sodo 
facility. I got my hands on some Super 
Lemon Haze from their Refine Seattle line 
of concentrates, and it packed the clearest, 
strongest punch of lemon flavor I have ever 
had in a weed. 

Ryan Abernathy, the president of X-Tract- 
ed, has a long history in making extracts (he 
said he made his first extraction in 1994) and 
is widely respected for his concentrates. 

“We love the smell of 
cannabis, we love the flavors 
of cannabis, and we want to 
preserve and enhance those 
profiles and even take it to a 
new level,” Abernathy said. 

One of the biggest prob- 
lems facing the concentrate 
industry is the abundance 
of terrible extracts. If these 
three companies — Terpco, 
Oleum, and X-Tracted — 
are equivalent in their industry to top-tier 
craft breweries like Seattle’s Cloudburst 
Brewing or Holy Mountain Brewing, then 
their bottom-shelf counterparts are akin to 
your neighbor’s first batch of home-brewed 
beer. If your first IPA tasted like a dryer 
sheet and looked like pond scum, would you 
keep drinking beer? Probably not. So if your 
first experience with a dab tasted like shit 
and left you feeling too high and uncomfort- 
able, seek out some top-shelf stuff, take only 
a pinch, and prepare to be blown away by 
the essence of cannabis. ■ 
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HOW ISHMAEL 
BUTLER FUSED 
THE PAST AND 
THE FUTURE TO 
CHANGE HIPHOP 
FOREVER 

BY DAVE SEGAL 

S habazz Palaces mastermind Ishmael 
Butler walks and talks as if he’s just 
had the best sex of his life. His voice, 
a laid-back drawl, exudes radiant cool, 
and even the slightest movement — a 
tilt of the head, a handshake — is chill. He has 
the unparalleled nonchalance of Herbie Han- 
cock, Stevie Wonder, and Lou Reed — people 
so gifted, they don’t ever need to get in your 
face about their talents. They vivify the air 
in any room they occupy, rivet you with their 
charisma and the laid-back sagacity of their 
utterances. Even when Butler murmurs an 
offhand “yeah,” it’s musical. 

Butler won a Grammy Award for Digable 
Planets’ 1993 smash hit “Rebirth of Slick 
(Cool Like Dat)” — but instead of doing what 
other 1990s rappers did, fading away or slip- 
ping into irrelevance, Butler has flipped the 
script on the usual artistic trajectory and 
created his most adventurous music 20 years 
on with Shabazz Palaces, which also includes 
producer Erik Blood and percussionist Ten- 
dai Maraire. To date, they’ve released two 
albums and two EPs, and they are about to 
issue two more full-lengths. 

While Digable contemporaries like De La 
Soul, A Tribe Called Quest, and Kool Keith 
have maintained relatively high quality control 
over the ensuing decades, they haven’t evolved 
like Butler has done with Shabazz Palaces. 

Given Shabazz Palaces’ continual ascent, 
though, it’s strange that Seattle native Butler 
(aka Butterfly) would revive Digable Planets, 
which play Seattle on May 27 at the Showbox. 
They’ll continue to tour the United States just 
before Shabazz Palaces’ two new albums drop 
on July 14 on Sub Pop: Quazarz: Born on a 
Gangster Star and Quazarz vs. the Jealous 
Machines. 

Though he split with fellow MCs Mary Ann 
“Ladybug Mecca” Vieira and Craig “Doodle- 
bug” Irving in 1995 due to that ubiquitous 
euphemism “creative differences,” Ish (as 
he is known to his friends) refuses to divulge 
details. Digable Planets returned to the live 
circuit from 2005 to 2011, took four years off, 
and then resumed sporadic touring in 2015. 

Why go backward, when so much of Sha- 
bazz is about looking forward? As Butler, who 
composes all of Shabazz’s music and lyrics, 
explains, when promoters and fans clamor for 
your presence, it’s hard to refuse. It’s also a 
testament to the durability of Digable Plan- 
ets’ two albums, Reachin’ (A New Refutation 
of Time and Space) and Blowout Comb. The 
trio’s ingenious adaptation of jazz samples, 



consciousness-raising lyrics, and uncanny 
vocal interplay have aged better than most 
mid-’90s rap efforts. But 
rather than wallow in 
nostalgia over canned 
tracks from those be- 
loved records, Digable 
assembled a live band composed of Seattle 
all-stars like keyboardist Darrius Willrich, 
guitarist Thaddeus Nelson, drummer Conrad 
Real, bassist Gerald Turner, plus Shabazz’s 
Maraire in order to revamp them for contem- 
porary ears. 

“That music being so old, it wasn’t in the 


forefront of our social or creative landscape,” 
Butler says when asked about the motivation 
to tour this quarter-cen- 
tury-old material. “But 
when you hear people 
are excited about you 
performing, that’s not 
something I can turn away from. It becomes 
about not you as a person, but about the music 
that you made at a certain time, and it still 
lives.” 

When Digable Planets won their Grammy 
in 1994, that award wasn’t exactly revered 
by hiphop’s vanguard — including Digable 


themselves. They went up against Snoop 
Dogg and Cypress Hill, and Butler admits 
that he was surprised Digable triumphed, as 
both Snoop and Cypress had higher profiles 
and bigger fan bases. “I didn’t know much 
about the Grammys. I didn’t invest much into 
it, but the event was one of the most amazing 
ceremonies I’ve ever been to. Bono was there 
presenting an award to Frank Sinatra. Aretha 
Franklin was there. We played ‘Cool Like Dat’ 
and had [jazz trumpeter] Clark Terry playing 
in the band. It was pretty dope.” 

Not many Grammy winners can be found 
walking around Seattle, but Butler says ► 


Digable Planets 

Sat May 27, Showbox, 9 pm, 
$32.50 adv/$37.50 DOS, 21 + 







14 May 24, 2017 THE STRANGER 



CLOSES JUNE 11 

PRESENTED AT ACT THEATRE 


A CO-PRODUCTION BETWEEN TICKETS AVAILABLE AT 


(206)625-1900 

WWW.StHAVENUEhOBG 

OR 

(206) 292-7676 

W W W. ACTTH E AT RE.ORG 


AKTSFUNP 


NWHSEAIW ifphSQHS MEDtf 5#flNS0H 

[Trjbank fesJfe. ?tif$eati(ie£iiiiH 

Li AiiLmtK 




TOWN-HALL 


TOWN HALL CIVICS SCIENCE ARTS & CULTURE COMMUNITY 


(5/24) Building Tour of Town Hall 


(5/24) Gideon Rachman 

The Rise of the East 

(5/24) NWIRHC and Town Hall present 

Displaced: Refugee Voices 
in Conversation 

(5/25) China Mieville 
with Monica Guzman 

The Story of the Russian Revolution 

(5/25) University Book Store presents 

An Evening with James Kakalios 

(5/26) Scholar In Residence 
Marcus Harrison Green 
Scratch Night Happy Hour: 
'Flying to the Assemblies’ 

(5/26) Philip Caputo 

'Some Rise by Sin' 

(5/30) Thomas Ricks 

Churchill and Orwell 

(5/31 ) Tommy Caldwell 

Climbing 'Beyond the Limits' 

(5/31) Keeanga-Yamahtta Taylor 

'From #BlackLivesMatter 
to Black Liberation' 

(6/1) Seattle Music Partners presents 

SMP Year-End Concert 
and Celebration 

(6/2) UW School of 
Environmental and Forest 
Sciences presents the UW 
Climate Change Video Awards 
with Ashley Ahearn, 

Peter Kareiva and guests 

(6/3) SRO Presents 

Seattle Rock Orchestra 
Social Club: Radiohead 

(6/4) Early Music Seattle 
presents 40th Anniversary 
Celebration Concert 

(6/5) UW Science Now 

Ruby Byrne, Meredith Staub, 
and Shannon Kachel 

Modern Telescopes, An Elusive 
Molecule, and the Complexities 
of Competing Predators 

(6/5) Langdon Cook 

The Search for Wild Salmon 

(6/5) Artist In Residence 
and Scholar in Residence 

Elisa Chavez 

and Marcus Harrison Green 

'Miss Translation' 
and 'Caucasians Anonymous' 


TOWN HALL CIVICS SCIENCE ARTS & CULTURE COMMUNITY 


WWW.TOWNHALLSEATTLE.ORG 


MENTION THIS 

AD FOR A FREE 


SUIT SERVE 



Flfl E 0 P I 11 A 


□NUN? SOUTMPIM 

mmm sras 







BHi| 

BBBallHB 


hi Li 111 - hur mall 
i FiJd i ol R r □ mot i n nB 
uSrKlWefrlv' MasikalSwain 


137 N, Larchmont Blvd S. #500 
Las Angelas, CA 9DB04 

lwelr@larTVweir.cam 


TOWN HALL CIVICS SCIENCE ARTS & CULTURE COMMUNITY 










THE STRANGER May 24, 2017 15 



SARTORIAL BLING Shabazz Palaces playing the main stage at Upstream. 


◄ it’s hardly ever mentioned. “That’s an- 
cient history now. I’m proud of it. But it 
also lets me know that things happen over 
the course of a career, the highs and lows. 
For most people who do music, it’s not some- 
thing you sustain at the highest level for a 
long period of time. It ebbs and flows. You 
can have that in your career and still be do- 
ing other stuff later on. . . It’s just a memory, 
not a paramount thing in my mind. But it’s 
cool to think about.” 

AN AVANT-GARDE APPROACH 

As with Miles Davis during his mercurial 
electric period, Butler wears garments that 
are as distinctive as his music and words. 
At our first interview in May, he strode into 
Sub Pop’s office — where he works in the 
A&R department — in gray sweats and white 
kicks that contrasted 
with a flowing navy-blue 
robe embroidered with 
a stalking panther, de- 
signed by Nep Sidhu, a 
celebrated conceptual 
artist/designer who col- 
laborated with Butler on 
Malcolm’s Smile for the 
Genius / 21 Century / 

Seattle show at Frye Art 
Museum. 

This is just his daytime 
look; onstage, Butler’s 
threads make most other 
underground-hiphop art- 
ists look like schlubs. Yet, 
for all his sartorial bling, 

Butler’s ostentatious 
clothing only enhances 
his art, as if words and sounds this extraordi- 
nary would seem wrong coming from someone 
in jeans and a T-shirt. 

Now 48, Butler has gray in his beard, but 
he otherwise looks youthful and moves with 
slick vigor. He is a voracious music head, 
working in the lab daily, while also keeping 
ears attuned to various strata of modern mu- 
sic in his Sub Pop job and digging deep into 
jazz, funk, electronic, punk, and rock history 
as well. On his bookshelves you’ll find several 
titles by British sci-fi author Richard K. Mor- 
gan, whom he had recently seen speak at the 
University of Washington. 

“I get immersed in the worlds he’s creat- 
ing,” Butler explains. “I like how accurate 
and plausible his speculative fiction seems — 
his takes on where things are headed, how 
he creates this world and inserts things 
matter-of-factly into the fabric of his stories 
is brilliant.” Butler is also fond of basketball. 
He and Tendai Maraire kept their eyes on 
the Warriors/Spurs game during our second 


interview at Butler’s swanky South Seattle 
pad with views over Lake Washington. 

Butler even extends his creative explora- 
tions to the kitchen. “I’m always trying to 
learn how to make something new,” he says. 
“Lately, I’ve been slow-roasting stuff, mak- 
ing a lot of greens, making salads. I just go 
through phases, learning new shit about 
food and nutrition and trying to capitalize 
on it. I used to bake a lot, but I don’t any- 
more because I don’t eat wheat or bread. 
Breads, muffins, and cookies were a big 
part of my repertoire, but now I do a lot of 
vegetable stuff and try to do different cul- 
tures: Thai, Vietnamese, Japanese... shit 
like that.” 

Butler has had an odd career arc — huge 
commercial success early on, then a pre- 
cipitous dip in profile (who remembers his 
early-’OOs band Cherrywine?), and then a 
renaissance to auspi- 
ciousness with Shabazz 
Palaces. In any musi- 
cal genre, it’s rare for 
someone to come back 
after that long and do 
innovative work. 

“I think radical dis- 
ruptions can be a part 
of a continuum — and 
usually are,” he says. 
“One thing I realized 
is, I did have a passion 
for music after Digable, 
but there was no ques- 
tion in my mind that 
my commercial music 
career was over. First 
of all, I was getting 
older. I didn’t think rap 
was something people over 30 or 35 years old 
should even participate in. I thought it was a 
youth thing, and to a certain extent I still do. 

“But I just realized that it’s not about a 
genre. I was making music with equipment in 
my house every day with absolutely no notion 
of releasing it commercially. Mostly because 
if I did have that notion to try to pursue it, 
there was no one in their right mind who 
would want to partner up with me in that en- 
deavor. But I was still making music, mixing, 
trying to get shit right. That’s what gave me 
the energy to even think forward.” 

Nevertheless, without Maraire’s urging, 
Shabazz might never have materialized. The 
Zimbabwean American percussionist lived 
near Butler in Seattle in the mid ’00s. They 
would often chill on Butler’s porch, and one 
day Maraire asked why he wasn’t making 
music. Butler said he was making music, 
every day. Butler relates, “He said, ‘What 
are you doing with it? What the fuck is up 
with you?’ I remember him looking at me ► 
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◄ incredulously. ‘You gotta put the music out, 
man! We need that. It would be good for Se- 
attle.’ He had this whole long-term outlook 
that, weirdly, has been kind of realized. He 
saw that at a time when I really didn’t.” 

Spurred by Maraire, Butler forged two 
Shabazz Palaces CDs in 2009: Shabazz Pal- 
aces and Of Light. Designed enigmatically by 
local artist Christian Petersen and bearing no 
credits, artist photos, or traditional hiphop 
signifiers, the discs announced the arrival of 
a new strain of music — alternately menacing, 
mystical, and inspirational — that I dubbed 
“Afro-Eccentricism” in a Stranger feature 
published that year. 

But Butler’s star had dimmed so much 
that he encountered hesitation from Easy 
Street Records when he tried to get the shop 
to carry the CDs. Clerk Troy Nelson (now a 
KEXP DJ) told Butler he needed to listen to 
the music before deciding whether to stock 
them. Fuming, Butler exited the store with 
his goods. He sat in the car thinking about 
the situation, and then he returned to Easy 
Street and agreed to Nelson’s terms. The 
now-defunct Queen Anne outlet ended up 
selling many copies of those EPs. Hence- 
forth, whenever Nelson and Butler meet, 
they laugh about the incident. “I had to grow 
up,” Butler says sheepishly. 

Eight years later, Shabazz Palaces 
are headlining huge festivals, touring the 
globe, and brandish- 
ing enough clout to 
convince Sub Pop to 
issue two full-lengths 
simultaneously. Quaz- 
arz vs. the Jealous 
M a chines — which 
is accompanied by a 
book containing illus- 
trations of each track 
by Joshua Ray Ste- 
phens and published 
by Fantagraphics on 
August 18 — was re- 
corded in Los Angeles 
with producer Sunny 
Levine, who is Quincy 
Jones’s grandson and 
who mixed Ariel Pink’s Before Today, one of 
Butler’s favorite albums. Butler says work- 
ing with Levine in his studio a block away 
from a Marina del Rey beach threw him into 
“a whole nother zone.” They’d swim in the 
morning and grind in the studio at night. 

Both new albums further Shabazz’s 
distortion of hiphop conventions like four- 
on-the-floor, head-nodding beats and 
self-aggrandizing lyrics into futuristic convo- 
lutions that sound at once street-level gritty 
and spacey; Shabazz’s off-kilter rhythms con- 
sistently keep you off-balance. 

Butler’s lyrics are as sharp as the music is 
surreal. “His mastery of language is unparal- 
leled,” said former Frye Art Museum director 
Jo-Anne Birnie Danzker, who worked with 
Butler and Black Constellation on the 2012 
multidisciplinary project Mw [Moment 
Magnitude]. “It is precise, dense, taut, and 
concrete while simultaneously encompass- 
ing the infinite and times past, present, and 
future.” 

One impressive example occurs on Quaz- 
arz: Born on a Gangster Star* s “Shine a 
Light,” in which Butler folds in the personal 
and the apocalyptic, while flexing clever in- 
ternal rhymes: “Lost friends, floss for them 
gloss gems / Often it’s thought that I’m lost 
in / Weighing out what all this chance tak- 
ings costing / Sliding cornered by more law 
enforcements / Feeling like I’m ridin’ with the 
Four Horsemen.” 

The Erik Blood-produced Quazarz: Born 
on a Gangster Star is suffused in an other- 
worldly glow, light years away from most 
hiphop. There are hints of Prince’s new- 
wave moves in “That’s How City Life Goes,” 


blatant homages to Kraftwerk’s proto-robot- 
ic sound, and “The Neurochem Mixalogue” 
grotesquely inverts the neo-R&B ballad. 

“I love that R&B shit,” Butler says. “I was 
raised on Prince, Ready for the World. I love 
all that syrupy singing-to-a-lady ballad shit.” 
Unsettling rather than seductive, it’s also 
the least hiphop-oriented track in Shabazz’s 
catalog. 

The first single, “Shine a Light” (featur- 
ing an Auto-Tuned Thaddeus Nelson singing 
the indelible hook), epitomizes the Shabazz 
Palaces paradox. Its relative conventionality 
ends up sounding weird within the context of 
the rest of Born on a Gangster Star’s trippy 
explorations. Riding an irresistible sample of 
Dee Dee Sharp’s orchestra soul classic “I Re- 
ally Love You,” it’s the most easy-to-process 
track that Shabazz have ever done. 

“But it’s no more or less weird than any of 
the other thoughts that I’ve had on any of the 
other songs,” Butler insists. 

THE ALCHEMIST 

Producer Erik Blood praises Butler for hav- 
ing a “vision of exactly what he wants and the 
rarer quality of being receptive to ideas that 
alter that vision for the better,” he says. “I’ve 
seen his impact on Seattle music cause art- 
ists to expand their perception of what they 
are capable of. As a person, he is exceed- 
ingly giving of his 
humor, support, and 
wisdom.” 

While Butler’s 
value as an artist 
continues to rise, he 
has also become a 
mentor to younger 
local hiphop artists. 
He wisely tapped 
SassyBlack (ex- 
TH EE Satisfaction 
rapper/vocalist Cath- 
erine Harris-White) 
to guest on Shabazz 
albums Black Up 
and Lese Majesty. 
She rhapsodizes that 
Butler “is as mysterious and mystical as you 
would believe, as well fearless and kind with 
deep intent to express himself and see those 
he loves succeed,” she says. “Seattle wouldn’t 
be the same without his artistry and leader- 
ship, and it benefits supremely from it.” 

Seattle MC Porter Ray, whom Butler 
signed to Sub Pop, calls Butler, “completely 
original and extremely thorough. He’s the 
alchemist.” 

Butler’s alchemy extends to his rhythmic 
prowess in the studio. He understands that 
seduction relates to rhythm, but he rarely 
chooses the easy option. In hiphop’s so-called 
golden age (the late 1980s and early ’90s), 
funkiness was the default setting, the ulti- 
mate goal. Now, not so much. We’re far from 
the era dominated by “Funky Drummer” and 
“Take Me to the Mardi Gras” samples. 

“For me, [the rhythms are] always dif- 
ferent, because isn’t life? Isn’t the emotional 
roller coaster of life constantly changing?” 
he asks, sitting in an office at Sub Pop head- 
quarters. As we talk, he looks over at Sub 
Pop owner Jonathan Poneman, who is on a 
stationary bicycle and talking on the phone. 

“Your relationships change. I’m just try- 
ing to tap into the current rather than relying 
on tropes.” 

For Butler, trying out an unconventional 
rhythm isn’t weirdness for weirdness’s sake. 
He’s just cool. . . yes, like that. 

“It’s not like you have to be in 4/4 and any- 
thing else is weird. Can you still get a groove 
going if it’s, like, off?” Butler asks, flashing 
one of his Cheshire Cat grins. “Sometimes,” 
he says, “that offness is the most interesting 
part of it.” ■ 


"FOR MOST 
PEOPLE WHO 
DO MUSIC, IT'S 
NOT SOMETHING 
YOU SUSTAIN 
AT THE HIGHEST 
LEVEL FOR A 
LONG PERIOD 
OF TIME. IT EBBS 
AND FLOWS." 
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Hawthorne 

Stereo 

"a pretty nice place" 


Turntable Sales & Service 

Cartridges, Balts & Accessories - We service DJ Turntables! 


New & Used Hi-Fi. 
Music systems to 
fit any budget! 


6303 Roosevelt Way NE Seattle 
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We may be able to help to 
remove that requirement. 
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The Stranger’s Gay Pride Issue 

is our most anticipated issue of the summer! 


Includes the most comprehensive 
gay listings calendar in the city! 
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SAVAGE LOVE 

Breathless by dan savage 


I have two female sex partners who want to be 
breath-play dominated. I know the practice is 
dangerous, and I employ the rules of consent and 
communication a pro-Dom escort friend taught 
me. But is there a legal release document we 
could sign that protects consenting adults in the 
event of an accident or death? 

Ruminating About. 

Consensual Kinks 

Restricting someone’s air intake 
is always dangerous, RACK, and 
while we all too often hear about 
people dying during solo breath 
play, aka “auto-erotic asphyxiation” 

{an activity no one should engage 
in ever), we rarely hear about some- 
one dying during partnered breath 
play. (I recently discussed partnered 
breath play with Amp from Watts the Safeword, 
a kink-friendly sex-ed YouTube channel. Look up 
Episode 533 at savagelovecast.com.) 

That said, RACK, someone can’t consent to 
being strangled to death by accident. 

“The lawyers in my office discussed this, and 
we agree that there is no way to ‘waive’ or ‘consent 
to’ criminal negligence resulting in substan- 
tial bodily harm or death,” said Brad Meryhew, 
a criminal-defense attorney who practices in 
Seattle. “I don’t think you’ll find any lawyer who 
would draft such an agreement. Even if an agree- 
ment were executed, it is not going to constitute a 
complete defense if something goes wrong. There 
are principles of criminal liability for the conse- 
quences of our decisions, as well as public-policy 
concerns about people engaging in extremely 
dangerous behaviors, that make it impossible to 
just walk away if something goes wrong.” Another 
concern: Signing such a document could make 
breath play more dangerous, not less. “A person 
who had such a waiver might be tempted to push 
the boundaries even further,” said Meryhew. 

And now the pro-Dom perspective. . . 

“As consenting adults, we assume the risks 
involved in this type of kink,” said Mistress A 
Elena, a professional Dominant. “But if you 
harm your partner or they become scared, 
shamed, shocked, or, even worse, gravely 
injured, it’s the Dom’s problem. At any time, the 
submissive can change their mind. Some cases 
have been classified as ‘rape’ or ‘torture’ after- 
ward, even though consent was initially given. 
It’s our job as Dominants/Tops/Leads to make 
sure everyone is safe, consenting, and capable.” 

I’m a 32-year-old guy, my gal is -U, and we’ve 
been together for two years. Every time we get it 
on or she goes down on me (though not when I eat 
her out), my mind wanders to fantasies involving 
porno chicks, exes, or local baristas. A certain 
amount of this is normal, but I’m concerned that 
this now happens every time. When I’m about to 
come, I shift my mind back to my partner and we 
have a hot climax, but I feel guilty. Advice? 

Guilty Over Nebulous Ecstasy 

I’ve been asked what biases advice columnists 
have. Do we favor questions from women? (No, 
women are just likelier to ask for advice.) Are 
we more sympathetic to women? (Most advice 
columnists are women, so. . .) Are we likelier to 
respond to a question that opens with a com- 
pliment? (Of course.) But the solvable problem 
is our biggest bias. Some people write in with 
problems that they’ll need an exorcist, a special 
prosecutor, a time machine, or some combo of all 
three to solve. I could fill the column week after 
week with unsolvable problems, and my answers 
would all be variations on 

Your letter, GONE, is a good example of the 
solvable problem — a letter likelier to make it into 
the column — and, as is often the case, the solution 
to your problem is right there in your letter. You’re 
able to “shift [your] mind” back to your partner 
when you’re about to come, and when you eat her 
out, your mind doesn’t wander at all. My advice: 
Make the shift earlier/often and engage in more 
activities that force you to focus (like eating her 


out). Problem solved. 

P.S. A lot of people allow their mind to wan- 
der a bit during sex — supplementing the present 
sensations with memories, fantasies, local baris- 
tas, etc. If it keeps you hard/wet/game and isn’t 
perceptible (if you don’t start mumbling coffee 
orders), your partner benefits from 
your wanderings. 

My college girlfriend and I were 
together for four years. The rela- 
tionship ended 10 years ago when 
she cheated on me. She did eventu- 
ally marry the guy, so, hey, good for 
them. She recently gave birth to a 
boy. She gave her son my name as 
his middle name. Nobody in either 
family has this name and it isn’t an 
especially common name. I’ve asked 
dozens of people with kids, and nobody can think 
of a reason ivhy a person would give their child a 
name anywhere close to an ex’s name. Thoughts? 

Nobody’s Answers Make Effing Sense 

Maybe your college girlfriend remembers you a 
little too fondly. Maybe a family friend had the 
same name. Maybe she met someone else with 
your name in the last 10 years, and she and her 
husband had a few threesomes with that guy, 
and she remembers those fondly. Maybe you’ll 
run into her someday and she’ll tell you the real 
reason. Now here are a few definitelys to balance 
out all those maybes, NAMES: This is definitely 
none of your business and you definitely can’t do 
anything about it — people can definitely give 
their children whatever names they want — and 
there’s definitely no use in stressing out about it. 

I’ve been reading your column fore ver — like “Hey 
Faggot!” forever — and your response to CLIF (the 
guy whose wife could no longer orgasm from PIV 
sex after having a child) is first time I’ve felt the 
need to gripe about your advice. My wife was also 
the “Look, ma, no hands!” type, and it was amaz- 
ing to be able to look into her eyes as we came 
together. But after a uterine cyst followed by a 
hysterectomy, something changed and that came 
to an end. It was a pretty hard hit for us sexually 
and emotionally. Toys, oral, etc. had always been 
on the table, but more as part of being GGG than 
as the main source of her coming. For a long time, 
it put her off sex as a source of her own pleasure. 
Things have gotten much better, but I’d be lying 
if I said we didn’t occasionally talk wistfully 
about that time in our relationship. I can empa- 
thize with what CLIF is going through. When we 
went through this, we did research and spoke with 
doctors wondering the same thing: Is there some 
way to reclaim that PTV-and-her-orgasms con- 
nection. We even thought of writing you, the wise 
guru, of all things sex, but. am. I glad we didn’t. . In 
response to CLIF asking for som e fairly simple 
advice, you bluntly said that it’s not a problem 
that she can’t come from PIV sex. You ignored the 
fact that up until fairly recently, she could. Then 
you suggest that, because he hasn’t mastered the 
subtle art of acronyms, he might be a shitty lover 
whose wife has been faking orgasms for years 
avid is just tired of it. Dick move, Dan. 

A Callous Response Only Negates 
Your Motivation 

You’re right, ACRONYM, my response to CLIF 
was too harsh. But as you discovered, there 
wasn’t a way for you and your wife to reclaim 
that PIV-and-her-orgasms connection. So CLIF 
would do well to take Dr. Gunter’s advice and 
embrace how his wife’s body works now and not 
waste too much time grieving over how her body/ 
PIV orgasms used to work then. ■ 


On the Lovecast, Nathaniel Frank on the 
marriage-equality movement: 
savagelovecast.com. 

mail@savagelove.net 
@fakedansavage on Twitter 
lTMFA.org 
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All the Events The Stranger Suggests This Week 


Find the complete calendar of things to do in Seattle 
atstrangerthingstodo.com strangerTTD Stranger Things To Do 



Rumble: The Indians Who Rocked the World 

Seatt|e International Film Festival 

FTi May 26 at Paramount Theatre and Sat I'Jlay 27 at 


Jnema Uptown 


FILM 


Rumble: The 
Indians Who 
Rocked The World 


DON'T MISS 


Catherine Bainbridge's im- 
portant documentary traces the impact that 
Native American musicians have made on 
blues, rock, jazz, hiphop, and heavy metal. 
Using Link Wray's menacing 1958 instrumen- 
tal "Rumble" as its anchor (akin to Do the 
Right Thing's use of Public Enemy's "Fight 
the Power"), Bainbridge relates stories of 
several influential, distinctive performers, 
including the Band's Robbie Robertson, 
activist folkie Buffy Sainte-Marie, Mildred 
Bailey, Charley Patton, and a cat named 
Jimi Hendrix. Rumble asserts the primacy 
and resiliency of Native culture despite the 
government's concerted efforts to suppress 
and erase it. (Paramount Theatre, Fri May 
26, 7 pm, free [includes pre-show admis- 
sion to Redefinition gallery and post-show 
reception]; SIFF Cinema Uptown, Sat May 27, 
11:30 am, $14) DAVE SEGAL 


We also recommend these SIFF films: 

An Afternoon with Sam Elliott: The 
Hero: SIFF Cinema Egyptian, Sat May 27, 4 
pm, $35 

Bad Black: Majestic Bay, Thurs May 25, 


9:30 pm, $14 

Beatriz at Dinner: SIFF Cinema Uptown, 
Wed May 24, 7 pm, $14 
Becoming Who I Was: Majestic Bay, Wed 
May 24, 7 pm, $14; Pacific Place, Thurs May 
25, 4:30 pm, $11 

A Date for Mad Mary: SIFF Cinema 
Egyptian, Sat May 27, 7 pm, $14; Shoreline 
Community College, Sun May 28, 6 pm, $14 
Endless Poetry: SIFF Cinema Uptown, Mon 
May 29, 8 pm, $14 

The Farthest: SIFF Cinema Uptown, Wed 
May 24, 4 pm, $11 

The Fixer: SIFF Cinema Uptown, Sat May 27, 
8 pm, $14 

Goldstone: SIFF Cinema Uptown, Wed May 
24, 8:45 pm, $14 

Pow Wow: Pacific Place, Mon May 29, 

7 pm, $14 

SIFF Saturday Night Party #2: The Little 
Hours: AMC Pacific Place and Seattle Art 
Museum, Sat May 27, 7 pm, $14/$25 
Wulu: SIFF Cinema Uptown, Wed May 24, 
3:45 pm, $11; Lincoln Square, Sat May 27, 

1 pm, $14 

Other films we recommend: 

Alien: Covenant: Various locations 
Chris Marker Group: Scarecrow Video, 

Mon May 29, 7 pm, free 

Get Out: Meridian 16 & Sundance Cinemas 

Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2: Various 
locations 

Harold & Lillian: A Hollywood Love 
Story: Grand Illusion 


Long, Strange Trip: The Untold Story of 
the Grateful Dead: Guild 45th, Thurs May 
25, 7 pm, $15 

Red River: Scarecrow Video, Tues May 30, 
7 pm, free 

Snatched: Various locations 

Total Recall: Scarecrow Video, Fri May 26, 

7 pm, free 

Videoasis: Summer's Coming Soon: 

Northwest Film Forum, Wed May 24, 

7:30 pm, $12 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 


PERFORMANCE 


Barbecue 


DON'T MISS 


Lambda Literary Award-win- 
ning playwright Robert O'Hara offers up two 
different families — one white, one black, 
both named O'Mallery — staging interven- 
tions for their respective drug-addicted 
family member. Up-and-coming director 
Malika Oyetimein, who managed a wonder- 
ful production of O'Hara's Bootycandy two 
years ago, will likely squeeze every ounce 
of cringe-inducing comedy from this very 
strong cast. Also of note: This play kicks 
off Intiman's 2017 season, which was co- 
curated by the extremely multitalented Sara 
Porkalob. ( Langston Hughes Performing Arts 
Institute, preview Tues May 30, 7:30 pm, $20, 
through June 25) RICH SMITH 


We also recommend... 


Dreamgirls: Village Theatre, Issaquah, Wed- 
Sun, $50-$78, through July 2 
French Kiss: Can Can, Wed-Sun, $20-$125, 
through May 28 

Grand Concourse: Seattle Public Theater, 
Thurs-Sat, 7:30 pm, Sun, 2 pm„ $17-$34, 
through June 1 1 

Hari Kondabolu New Material Nights: 

Eclectic Theater, Wed May 24, 7:30 and 9:30 
pm, sold out 

Here Lies Love: Seattle Repertory Theatre, 
Tues-Sun, $93-$103, through June 4 

La Petite Mort's Anthology of Erotic 
Esoterica: The Conservatory, Fri May 26, 

8 pm, $23 

Lost Falls: Nordo's Culinarium, Thurs-Sat, 8 
pm, Sun, 6:30 pm, $67-$105, through June 25 
Outer Rim: An Improvised Space Western: 

Unexpected Productions' Market Theater, Fri- 
Sat, 8:30 pm, $ 1 2-$ 1 5, through June 17 
Sueno: Jones Playhouse, Thurs-Sat, 7:30 pm, 
Sun, 2 pm, $10, through June 4, $ 1 0/$ 1 8 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 


FOOD & DRINK 


Salad for President 
Dinner 


DON'T MISS 


Given our current president, 
having an actual salad for president doesn't 
sound so bad. For now, indulge in that 
sweet, sweet fantasy while enjoying this 

Continued ► 
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SEATTLE PUBLIC THEATER 

SUMMER EDUCATION 
PROGRAM 
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FESTIVAL 


JUN 10 

I2PM-7PM 

FREE ALL | AGES 

SEATTLEPRIDE.ORG 


THINGS TO DO ARM CULTURE 


"seasonally inspired" three-course dinner 
by Julia Sherman, author of the Salad for 
President blog. That blog isn't a rigorous 
documentation of every instance where 
Trump has uttered words that jumble 
together like the spring flowers, raab, and 
mustard frill in Sherman's salad course, 
but rather a celebration of plant-based 
eating. However, her actual salad sounds 
a lot more pleasant than such Trump 
word-salad classics as " I am committed 
to keeping our air and water clean but 
always remember that economic growth 
enhances environmental protection. Jobs 
matter!" This being modern America — 
where our president tweets misleading 
doublespeak on the regular and we are 
perpetually confused and bewildered by 
his nonstop assault on the environment, 
LGBT rights, immigrants, affordable health 
care, basic human decency, and pretty 
much everything you like — "drinks are 
available too." Thank fucking God. (Tal- 
lulah's, Tues May 30, 7 pm, $45) TOBIAS 
COUGHLIN-BOGUE 

We also recommend... 

Astronomy on Tap: The Dark Universe: 

Peddler Brewing Company, Wed May 24, 

7-9 pm, free 

Latinx Queer Brunch/Almuerzo: Montis 
Grill, Sat May 27, 12-2:30 pm, $8-$14 
Taste of West Seattle: The Hall at Fauntle- 
roy, Thurs May 25, 6-9 pm, $75-$ 1 25 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 


READINGS & TALKS 


J. Robert Lennon 
and Elissa Washuta 


DON'T MISS 


Cornell professor of English 
and prolific fiction writer J. Robert Lennon 
shows incredible facility with a number of 
genres, but he's best at writing dark come- 
dies that put a surreal twist on middle-class 
life. The premise for Broken River suggests 
he's playing to those strengths but leaning 
a little into psychological thriller territory. 
The premise, according to press materials: 
"A couple that makes a move in part to 
patch up a failing marriage unwittingly 
moves to a house lived in by victims of an 
unsolved murder." Lennon is a charming 
and humorous presenter, and the new 
book sounds fascinating, but the thing 
that makes this reading a "don't miss" 
is that it may be your last chance to see 
local author Elissa Washuta (author of the 
incredible collections My Body Is a Book of 
Rules and Starvation Mode) read in Seattle. 
In a few weeks, she heads out to Columbus, 
Ohio, where she landed a tenure-track job 
at Ohio State University. Good for her! 
Bummer for us. (Elliott Bay Book Company, 
Thurs May 25, 7 pm, free) RICH SMITH 


IVe also recommend... 

Cannabis Concentrates Panel Discus- 
sion: VELA, Thurs May 25, 7 pm, free 
The Current Moment or WTF 

Trump??!!??: Union Bar, Sun May 28, 7:30- 
9:30 pm, free 

Displaced: Refugee Voices in Conversa- 
tion: Town Hall, Wed May 24, 7:30 pm, $5 
Gideon Rachman: Town Hall, Wed May 24, 
7 pm, $5 

In the Moment of General Assembly: 

Wyckoff Auditorium, Seattle University, Fri 
May 26, 8 pm, free 

Jonathan Rosenblum: Seattle Public Library, 
Capitol Hill Branch, Thurs May 25, 6 pm, free 


Lena Khalaf Tuffaha: Water and Salt: 

Kane Hall, Thurs May 25, 7 pm, free 

Loud Mouth Lit: David Schmader: 

St. Andrews Bar and Grill, Tues May 30, 

8 pm, free 

Marcus Harrison Green: Town Hall, Fri 
May 26, 5:30 pm, $5 

Marxathon 4: Capital on Capitol Hill: 

Capitol Hill, Sat May 27, 10 am-5:30 pm, free 

A Political Economy of the Senses: 

Jacob Lawrence Gallery, Thurs May 25, 
5-6:30 pm, free 

Thomas Ricks: Town Hall, Tues May 30, 

7:30 pm, $5 edit 

Time. Work. Domination.: Wyckoff Au- 
ditorium, Seattle University, Sun May 28, 
12-2 pm, free 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 


Shelf Life 


DON'T MISS 


In 2016, Vulcan Real Estate 
announced plans to redevelop a block at 
23rd and Jackson that is currently home to 
a Red Apple grocery store that has served 
the neighborhood's predominantly African 
American community for decades. Shelf 
Life is an oral history project and com- 
munity story booth located next to the 
soon-to-be-closed Red Apple that allows 
neighbors to share memories about the 
rapidly changing neighborhood. Its mis- 
sion is to amplify, preserve, and learn from 
these histories, and to contribute histori- 
cal context to conversations about change 
in the Central District. These stories can 
be heard online at shelflifestories.com. 
(Shelf Life, 2301 S Jackson St, Suite 201, 
Tues-Wed & Sun, 1-6 pm, free, through 
September) EMILY POTHAST 


We also recommend... 

Northwest Folklife Festival: Seattle Cen- 
ter, May 26-29, $10 per person or $20 per 
family suggested 


MUSEUMS 

African Renaissances: Seattle Art Mu- 
seum, Wed-Sun, $25, through July 16 
Amie Siegel: Interiors: Frye Art Museum, 
Tues-Sun, free, through Sept 3 
Chris Maynard: Featherfolio: Bainhridge 
Island Museum of Art, free, through June 4 
Denzil Hurley: Disclosures: Seattle Art 
Museum, $25, through Nov 5 
Electric Coffin: Future Machine: Bellevue 
Arts Museum, Wed-Sun, $12, through Sept 10 
Inye Wokoma: An Elegant Utility: 
Northwest African American Museum, 
Wed-Sun, $7, through May 28 
Jacob Lawrence: Eight Studies for the 
Book of Genesis: Henry Art Gallery, Wed- 
Sun, $10, through Oct 1 
The Jim Henson Exhibition: Museum of 
Pop Culture (MoPOP), $25, ongoing 
Kraft Duntz featuring Dawn Cerny: Fun. 
No Fun.: Henry Art Gallery, Wed-Sun, $10, 
through Sept 10 

Marimekko, With Love: Nordic Heritage 
Museum, Tues-Sun, $8, through July 9 
MOTHA and Chris E. Vargas present: 
Transhirstory in 99 Objects: Henry Art 
Gallery, Wed-Sun, $10, through June 4 
Teardrops That Wound: The Absurdity 
of War: Wing Luke Museum, Tues-Sun, $17, 
through May 20, 2018 
Terracotta Warriors of the First Emperor: 
Pacific Science Center, $33, through Oct 1 
We Are the Ocean: An Indigenous 
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Response to Climate Change: Wing Luke 
Museum, Tues-Sun, $17, through Nov 12 
Year of Remembrance: Glimpses of a 
Forever Foreigner: Wing Luke Museum, 
Tues-Sun, $17, through Feb 11 


GALLERIES 

Alan Lau: Farmer's Market/ Harvesting 
Peaches From the Other Planet: ArtX- 
change, Tues-Sat, free, through May 27 
Alfredo Arreguin: Over the Rainbow: 

Schack Art Center, Everett, free, through 
June 3 

Amanda McCavour: Room: METHOD, 
Fri-Sat, free, through June 10 
Artemio Rodriguez: La Loteria and 
Other New Works: Davidson Galleries, 
Tues-Sat, free, through May 27 
Dakota Gearhart: Tank Hypnosis: Glass- 
box Gallery, Tues-Sun, free, through June 3 
Daniel Carrillo: Studio Visit: Greg Kucera 
Gallery, Tues-Sat, free, through May 27 
Garek Druss: Immensity without Ho- 
rizon: Bridge Productions, Thurs-Sat, free, 
through June 3 

Joe Rudko: Basic Techniques of Pho- 
tography: Greg Kucera Gallery, Tues-Sat, 
free, through May 27 
Kathy Liao: Lingering Presence: Pro- 
graphica / KDR, Tues-Sat, free, through July 1 
Katie Miller: Palimpsest: 4Culture, Mon- 
Fri, free, through May 25 
Layne Kleinart: Dirty Laundry: ZINC 
contemporary, Thurs-Sat, free, through 
May 27 

Lisa Kinoshita and S. Surface: The West: 

SOIL, Thurs-Sun, free, through May 27 

MSHR: Nested Transmuter Cycle: Inter- 
stitial, Sat, free, through May 27 
PCNW 21st Juried Exhibition: Photo- 
graphic Center Northwest, Sat-Thurs, free, 
through June 1 1 

Push/Pull Book Club Annual Show: 

Push/Pull, free, through June 13 
Robert Hardgrave: Pulp: Studio E Gallery, 
Fri-Sat 1-6 pm, free, through June 3 
Salish Sound Waves: Stonington Gallery, 
free, through May 28 
SAM Gallery: Ryan Molenkamp: Wash- 
ington State Convention & Trade Center, 
free, through Aug 15 
Singularity Now: ArtXchange, Tues-Sat, 
free, through June 24 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 


QUEER 


Little Potato 


DON'T MISS 


Fresh off its prize for best 
short documentary at South by Southwest, 
the amazing film Little Potato makes its 
Seattle debut as part of ShortsFest Closing 
Night at the Seattle International Film Festi- 
val. Director Wes Hurley (whom you already 
know from his otherworldly web soap 
Capitol Hill) shares a truly stunning story of 
a family's escape from post-Soviet Russia, of 
enemies becoming allies, and of the debt 
that Wes owes to movie piracy. Little Potato 
is an unforgettable take on the American 
dream. ( SIFF Cinema Uptown, Mon May 29, 
6 pm, $14) MATT BAUME 


We also recommend... 

6th Annual Pride Asia: Hing Hay Park, 
Sun May 28, 12-4 pm, free 
Cabaret / An Evening of Cabaret With 
Robbie Turner: SIFF Cinema Egyptian, 
Wed May 24, 7 pm, $1 5/$20 
Mimosas Cabaret: Unicorn, Sat-Sun, 

1 pm, $25, 21 + 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 
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Noteworthy Shows This Week 

strangerthingstodo.com If^SEAshows 



WEDNESDAY 5/24 


Father John Misty, Entrance 

(Paramount, all ages) Father John Misty has a 
voice like an aged oak barrel, spot-on cool-un- 
cle dance moves, and an excellent head of hair. 
Other than those pluses, though, his swirling 
cult of personality rankles — as it stands in its 
current form of traveling-preacher-bard-prob- 
ably-axed-from-the-6/g-F/sh-script. His latest 
album, Pure Comedy, comes up against that 
classic thematic crossroads of utilizing memory 
versus instilling nostalgia — as expressive and 
plainspoken-poetic as Josh Tillman's work can 
be, it falls so heavily on the sword of nostalgia, 
it prevents itself from making anything memo- 
rable. The problem with too much nostalgia is 
that its very existence prevents newness and 
growth, and allows for music to be made only 
about what straight white people would refer 
to as "a simpler time." He touches on that 
point in "Leaving LA" by invoking "another 
white guy in 2017, who takes himself so god- 
damn seriously," but then writes solely from 
that perspective for the entire album. Let's 
hope in his next piece, FJM can move from re- 
peatedly mansplaining cultural irony to actual 
introspection. KIM SELLING 

Teebs, Lefto, Free the Robots 

(Nectar) Teebs is a New York-bred, Los 
Angeles-based producer and painter signed 
to Flying Lotus's Brainfeeder label. His musi- 
cal statements, like his paintings, are often 
collaged or repurposed media smeared with 
warm colors, extended daydreams, and 
fuzzy, wordless interactions. Though Teebs's 
left-field beats might suggest an immersive 
headphone experience, his live shows pro- 
vide an equally contemplative environment. 
One song soaks into the next like a drip of 
paint working its way through the fibers of a 


canvas. Sounding similarly hopeful, but more 
up-tempo and beat-driven, opener Free the 
Robots, along with notable Belgian DJ Lefto, 
will provide a good warm-up. TODD HAMM 

Rodrigo y Gabriela, Ryan Sheridan 

(Showbox Sodo, all ages) Rodrigo Sanchez 
and Gabriela Quintero have been pushing out 
instrumental-guitar-driven duets, mostly minus 
a full band, for more than 17 years. They both 
wield acoustic axes, and employ choppy tech- 
nicality and stylistic qualities that complement 
each other — Rodrigo is the quicksilver picker 
and fret-jumper, Gabriela the strummer with 
intense rhythmicality, and both bust out beats 
on the bodies of their guitars. While their 
sound is clearly rooted in the flamenco of their 
Mexico City home, both were weaned on rock, 
heavy metal, and jazz — and elements from 
all three come out in their playing and the 
covers that show up on their albums (like Led 
Zeppelin's "Stairway to Heaven" off their self- 
titled LP) and live performances (e.g., a medley 
of Metallica's "One" and Dave Brubeck's "Take 
Five"). LEILANI POLK 


THURSDAY 5/25 


Chemical Clock, Lilac, Sean Lane 

(Sunset) Chemical Clock: Put every chart- 
climbing western musical format known to 
personkind under a Ginsu knife, chop fine, 
toss into the stew. You don't like where it's 
going, wait 1 5 seconds. Lilac: I'll see you in 
electric dreams, some closer to chillax, some 
festooned with alarming electronic emphy- 
sema noises, but always with the gentle 
beats. Sean Lane: Drums drums drums, 
although the sometime David Bazan and 
Fences collaborator throws in a rig called 
"The Bike," which he designed himself and 
which looks like an artfully flattened bicycle, 
sans squished rider. I'm not sure what sounds 


he'll bring, but I'll usually say thumbs-up to 
more drumsl ANDREW HAMLIN 


FRIDAY 5/26 


Sasquatch! Music Festival 

(Gorge Amphitheatre, all ages, May 26-28) 
PBR&B crooner Frank Ocean may have 
bowed out of his Friday headlining slot due 
to "production delays beyond his control," 
but his replacement is eminently cooler (and 
more fun and exciting): LCD Soundsystem, 
the NYC-brewed dance punk/electro-rock 
project of James Murphy, who's putting the 
finishing touches on the first new LCD album 
since 201 0's This Is Happening. Additional 
highlights of the three-day music extrava- 
ganza at the Gorge: smart, syrupy Chicago 
alt-hiphop-talent-turned-Grammy-darling 
Chance the Rapper; psych rockers MGMT, 
mostly absent from the spotlight the past 
four years but back in the swing of things 
with video teases about a forthcoming LP, 
Little Dark Age; and indie-rock/folk pushers 
of poignant songwriting, the Shins. Other 
performers include Twenty One Pilots, Bono- 
bo, Phantogram, Mac Miller, Sleigh Bells, 
Thee Oh Sees, Foxygen, Big Freedia, Jagwar 
Ma, and American Football. LEILANI POLK 

Girlpool, Snail Mail 

(Neumos, all ages) As buzz bands go, Girlpool 
are pretty good. It's easy to get blase about 
yet another LA rock group dipping toes into 
shoegaze revivalism, but Harmony Tividad 
and Cleo Tucker (aided by newish drummer 
Miles Wintner) accomplish the difficult task 
of prompting a jaded critic to make compari- 
sons to — and think longingly of — early Lush 
singles. Girlpool's new Powerplant album 
skews toward the hushed and twee, but nev- 
er cloyingly so. They write concise and pretty 
songs that caress your ears with breathy 


unison vocals and guitars that spangle and 
jangle with poised assertiveness. These tunes 
go down easy and raise your spirits just as fac- 
ilely. It's a rare new rock record that's worth 
playing on repeat. DAVE SEGAL 

Woods, Golden Daze 

(Sunset) The election of Donald Trump up- 
ended many American lives, not least those of 
Brooklyn band Woods. In 2016, they released 
City Sun Eater in the River of Light, took 
their show on the road, and planned to take 
time off afterward. But the regime change 
galvanized them to act. Instead of a protest 
record, they designed their 10th full-length, 
Love Is Love, to offer more comfort than 
catharsis. The quintet have always special- 
ized in a sylvan brand of psych folk, and 
that hasn't changed, but they've added the 
distinctive textures of Ethiopian jazz, notably 
on the 10-minute "Spring Is in the Air," where 
contemplative brass and hypnotic percussion 
meet rolling waves of wah-wah guitar, like 
something from Buda Musique's monumen- 
tally soul-soothing Ethiopiques series. Mission 
accomplished. KATHY FENNESSY 

Om Unit, Sigrah, Agate 

(Kremwerk) Om Unit's Jim Coles doesn't fuss 
around. Having gotten his start as a jungle 
producer in his teens, he soon turned to 
headier fare with the turntablism of 2tall for 
most of the '00s. It wasn't until around 2009 
that he started to turn up on bass heads' 
radars via his dub-inflected machinations. But 
he really picked up steam when he turned his 
deft hand to jungle-inflected footwork on 
the series of EPs he put out as Philip D Kick. 

He entered the D&B big leagues when he 
began collaborating with scene legend Goldie 
and his Metalheadz label, through which he 
released the album Inversions. Coles will be 

Continued ► 
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THINGS TO DO MUSIC 

bringing a wide assortment of dance-floor 
heat with him to Kremwerk. NICK ZURKO 

Jesse Sykes & the Sweet Hereafter, 
Diminished Men 

(Tractor) Jesse Sykes always works the space 
between the notes, and if she ever runs out 
of notes to play, she'll still be able to work 
the spaces. The songs creep up and swirl, like 
the cigarette smoke in that iconic photograph 
of her. She used to live here, but now she 
doesn't, and presumably she's finding wider 
open spaces in Iowa. Diminished Men conjure 
at least as much space in their music, but it's 
more sinister, like a tape recorder running 
in the closet stashing a kidnap victim. Gasps, 
heavy breathing, electronic moans, thunder, 
storms, a side order of twang. But so long as 
you can see them onstage, you can see they 
aren't getting away with anything, at the 
moment... ANDREW HAMLIN 


SATURDAY 5/27 


Digable Planets 

(Showbox) Alternative hiphop trio Digable 
Planets helped transform the game with 
two funky, jazz-rap LPs, 1993's Reachin' (A 
New Refutation of Time and Space) — which 
featured the iconic "Rebirth of Slick (Cool 
Like Dat)" along with "Where I'm From" and 
"Nickel Bags" — and 1 994's Afrocentric, under- 
appreciated (and less successful) follow-up, 
Blowout Comb. In the years since, Mary Ann 
"Ladybug Mecca" Vieira has collabed with Del 
the Funkee Flomosapien, kid-friendly Dino 5, 
and Brazilian hiphop fusion group BROOKZILL! 
with Dino 5 member Prince Paul, among oth- 
ers; Craig "Doodlebug" Irving tours and leads 


the heady Cee Knowledge & the Cosmic Funk 
Orchestra; and local Ishmael "Butterfly" Butler 
has been performing in Seattle-based ex- 
perimental groove duo Shabazz Palaces (with 
multi-instrumental Tendai "Baba" Maraire) 
for the past eight years. They still come back 
together on occasion, however, and this solo 
(non-festival) date finds them backed by a live 
band. LEILANI POLK 

Freddie Gibbs, Le$ 

(Neumos, all ages) Gary, Indiana, native Fred- 
die Gibbs has been happy to call Los Angeles 
his home for years, but until pretty recently, 
his main residence was up in an Austrian 
prison, after being accused of sexual assault 
in Vienna last summer. A recent XXL story 
detailed the harrowing ordeal that left one of 
the most distinctive and certified voices in the 
game drained by a foreign justice system that 
nakedly assumed his guilt with next to no 
evidence. Beset by a whole other level of anti- 
Black-slash-anti-Black-American racism, he 
gave his all just to keep his head above water 
through the trial, in which he was finally 
acquitted. A new LP, You Only Live 2wice, plus 
another promised album-length collaboration 
with Madlib called Bandana, are on their way, 
and Gangsta Gibbs doubtless got some shit to 
get off his chest. So goddamn welcome the 
man home. LARRY MIZELL JR. 

The Upper Crust, the Grannies, Ball Bag 

(Funhouse) In our age of being ruled by an 
outlandish orange overlord, it seems fitting 
we'd get a group of like-minded fancy rock 
snoots whose asses are meant to sit exclusive- 
ly on toilet seats made of GOLD! The Upper 
Crust are a quartet of fops who wear bespoke 
velvet tops and well-coiffed powdered mops, 
and they rock like AC/DC and bit like your 
favorite bar band, but in a good way! Warm- 
ing up us plebes will be a group of sweaty 


San Franciscan freaks who call themselves the 
Grannies, they play Jack Endino-approved 
rockin' punk (if this were the '90s, they'd 
be the darlings of Flipside magazine), and 
Ball Bag, a local trio that shred "mid-tempo, 
Northwest-style dirgey punk." MIKE NIPPER 

Sir Richard Bishop, Robert Millis, 

Don McGreevy 

(Sunset) Said it before, will say it again: Any 
Sir Richard Bishop live performance is a rev- 
elation in the ways a guitar can communicate 
in fluent Esperanto. The former Sun City Girls 
member and Sublime Frequencies operative is 
also a noted ethnomusicologist whose travels 
and studies have informed his mesmerizing 
playing for more than three decades. A 
master of noise rock and myriad delicate and 
fiery strains of folk music, Bishop is a virtuosic 
internationalist who values the modern drone 
as much as he does the intricate latticework 
of old, foreign cultures. And he's not averse 
to throwing in a Beatles song or a Fugs ditty, 
when perversity strikes him. DAVE SEGAL 


SUNDAY 5/28 


Flappy 73rd birthday to Gladys Knight. 


MONDAY 5/29 


Behexen, Demoncy, Inquinok, 

A God or an Other 

(Highline) Take one look at Behexen's discog- 
raphy and you can get a solid idea of what 
they're all about. By the Blessing of Satan, 
From the Devil's Chalice, and Support the 
War Against Christianity are just three of the 
1 1 albums and EPs this Finnish black-metal 
trio has released in the past 20 years. There's 
no mistaking this for polished, mainstream 
metal — it's rancid, raw, and, most importantly, 
unapologetic, evil underground Bible-bashing 


black-metal filth. Demoncy have an even 
deeper history, forming in 1989 and releas- 
ing five demos and six albums' worth of lo-fi, 
haunting — you guessed it — black metal. 

KEVIN DIERS 


TUESDAY 5/30 


CJ Boyd, Lori Goldston, Bill Horist 

(Vermillion) Bassist CJ Boyd combines an 
itinerant touring regimen with an equally 
restless creative approach. He's collabo- 
rated with talented folks like Eliot Lipp and 
Chris Schlarb while also maintaining an 
electronic-music project, DJ Too Slow. Go to 
his jam-packed Bandcamp and discover a 
wealth of styles utilizing his bass loops and 
vocal manipulations. Over countless releases, 
Boyd has embraced drone-based art-song 
composition, morose, pensive post-rock, Ra- 
chel's-like chamber rock, free-folk songcraft 
akin to John Martyn and Tim Buckley, and 
more. It's hard to predict what exactly Boyd 
will bring to Vermillion tonight, but you can 
count on it being interesting. DAVE SEGAL 

Justin Townes Earle, the Sadies, 
Sammy Brue 

(Neptune, all ages) Justin Townes Earle has 
sort of a thing with lineages. For one, he's 
named after the late, great Townes Van 
Zandt. For another, his father is country and 
folk outlaw-cum-pagan-bard Steve Earle, and 
while these are usually the first things people 
say about Justin Townes Earle, he tries to 
keep them out of his music and be his own 
man. Trouble is, he's now a father himself. 
Earle's upcoming eighth album, Kids in the 
Street, takes time to reflect on his newfound 
responsibility as well as his own sometimes- 
misspent youth. As always, his smooth and 
honey-sweet voice is as gentle and alluring as 
his lyrics are poignant. JOSEPH SCHAFER 



Theater & fiishtduy 


MAV 20 L 7 


THU 5/25 pm 

NOVATION LOUNGE 

Piwrti CONUNDRUM tfSS 
Fnturfngttom traLTrinwl Rxrt. and rnm 

ffllS/ttWlopin 

DAPPER DOWN 

FwnfCMME 

Featuring Mhtx America, WSh JndtFX, 

JmH l 4 gAwig. imri Mm ptwt&iti Sip 


SUN S/28 sf> iflpirt 

FLAMMABLE 
Memorial Day Edition 
West CwA langea turtHns hetia* fright 
FEsriumg Rc RoBns.DJ Evh, 

md Brin Lyons tfUlO 


HKfttatl 


SAT 5/27 m flpm «f.«, 

earth Ship Seattle present 

EARTH SHIP FILM SCREENING 
AUCTION 


hukfi 


J :■> I flULi I (UN iff H.-J SO 
pkrtMl model EMriwlp amid la 
I ram local sn-sLs and mric ovont pr Dotfccn, 


JFS15 


fflQH 5/29 fif 7pm 

KEON VOLT PRICE 
prarants CHOCOLATE DRIZZLE 

only ill JUifcu American 
VarMy ahow and Ftaviio. 


ms/soiFTprti 

SEATTLE POETRY SLAM 

Stent* 1 * UA0H' Rurtrtlny Weakly ?;l«S-' 
A«n*0*iirien*l (serfermanw fit *5 



w w w. rebar seat He. com 

1114 HpuifirST - Seattle 


m 



KABAOKF WOB1D CHAMPIONSHIPS 

KEEP ON SINGING! 


FRIDAY. MAY 24 


I ALL GAS, NO BRAKES 

I FEAT, KE ASH A BEARS 


SATURDAY MAY 27 


STEVEN CURTIS 

AB&fPACE MFLODV. CARINA 
IV Ah CD. O, AN&MUSIF 


THURSDAY. JUNE 1 


I KARAOKE WO RID CHAMP! QNSHI P5 

I KEEP ON StNGING! 


FRIDAY, JUNE 2 


TOWNENT PRESENTS 

BEHIND THE LIGHTS 


SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 4/3 ft 4 


SEAPROG 2017 


IN T‘IL BO UR SON BAP? 


-■F - 'I . lUfcSDAY MGHr MUSIC CLUB 
EVERY Wk D ABSOLUTE KARAOKE 
FYERT TH LIRE. CRASH THE GLASS 
WJA P VP Dll JO. IP 
Syiie HEART AVA: i . 
lAWHAVJEtiH* ANO (Hi STHANGE, 
AND POST WPTIJR4 PARTY 


COMING UP 


<fft BROADWAY 6ARKAOA PRFSFNTS 
BALIKBAYAN 

MUSIC PURI ISHlMG SYMPOSIUM 
fl/6 RACHEi LAM AND IHE 
DAMAGED SOOH 
6/ 16 KALIMBA THE SPIHI1 OF EARTH 
WWD ft FilfF & CHICAGO THF TfiJBUTF 
If 1 JESSIE REYCZ 
7/1 J SHOCK OPERA 
7/29 STRIPPED SCRE W BURLESQUE 
• ■ IL L URBAN kith‘t!A\ 


AVAILABLE FOB PfiWATE EVENTS 
WWW COLUM Cl AC ITYIHEAT E R COM 



Thursday, May 25 

MAMA SAID 

Finn Cottom, Ellen Go Acuario, 
Nick Sahoyah, Presented by: Clara 
Pluton and Dewa Dorje, 

The Philomath Groove, 
Musical Guest: Michete 

Thursday, May 25 

MUD ON MY BRA 

Deaf Poets, 

Kid Leather, 
ex Licks 

9:30 PM $8 

Saturday, May 27 

Mechanismus presents 

LARVA 

Webrivertorso, False Prophet DJ’s 

9 PM $9 - $10 

Monday, May 29 

BEHEXEN 

Demoncy 

Inquinok, A God or an Other 

8:30 PM $16- $20 

Thursday, June 1 

WHORES 
Sandrider 
Wrong, Bummer 

8 PM $14- $16 

Saturday, June 3 

BSD.U 

Bzkt, club mage 

9 PM $12 


www.highlineseattle.com 

210 Broadway Ave E • 21+ 

Dinner service everyday 5-llpm 



'•VEC 1 . ’* At 24 • ’ 

roy rogers and the delta 
rhythm kings 

' •* J/MAY 25 ■ T-JBArl 

Seattle secret music 

showcase #17 centrum pwr 
rort^iiL'r’id acoustic blues batK porch jam 

.-may » • ww ■ rf 

divinity roxx w/ black stax 

SAT/MAY 27 * SpH 

n aomi wachira w/paHsatexa 

SUN-MAY 33 ■ EftT £ C-TM 

F NAL APREARANCt eVffiF 

the bobs 

wfeV-hay 3t ■ 5 sdffi 

chris gethard; 
beautify I/anonymous 


MUSICGUAR !UM LOUNGE - NO COVER 

eric rke battf 200 Irk; 
hupoy htiur Lrjd i;.b»cn (.to/ bCvnUriuie 
udretowpart 1 / granf schrolf trio ■ 

LH.n ror.i j.i.-j j.ur. dmi-d Air the- hdid,iy 

captain rno-gan presenli: liki taheever! 

thetripledoor.net 

2 15 iCrt'uH, iiiBtthj ■ 206.030.4333 
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( NEGTAR 1 Nectar Loun9e 

IHELIHHI 412 N 36th St 

UP & COMING 

EVERY MONDAY: MOJAM 

y * 206.632.2020 

6.7 

THE HIGH COUNCIL 

www.nectarlounge.com 


+ GOLDBAR 

A 

6.8 

MADCHILD 


6.9 

POOR MAN'S WHISKEY 

5.24 Wednesday (Electronic) 

6.10 

CLINTON FEARON 

TEEBS / LEFTO 

6.11 

JAH9 

/ FREE THE ROBOTS 

6.13 

THE BLACK SEEDS 

5.25 Thursday (Star Wars Tribute) 

"A GALAXY FAR, FAR 

6.14 

TARRUS RILEY 

6.15 

THE GREYBOY ALLSTARS 

AW AY... THE CONCERT" 

8r1 6 

(2 NIGHTS!) 

ft. Andy Coe, Joe Doria, lasers & 

6.17 

DOPAPOD 

lightsabers, costume contests and more 

6.20 

THE SKINTS 

5.26 Friday (Americana/Soul) 

6.21 

JOHN NEMETH 

VAUDEVILLE ETIQUETTE 

6.22 

JUNGLE FIRE 

General Mojo's, Spencer Glenn Band, 


& SNUG HARBOR 

Cedar Teeth 

6.23 

EASY STAR ALL-STARS 

5.27 Saturday (Pink Floyd Tribute) 

6.29 

THE GOLDEN ROAD 

PIGS ON THE WING 

6.30 

SHAFTY (PHISH TRIBUTE) 

Performing Pink Floyd's "The Wall" 

7.6 

TENELLE + THE LATE ONES 

5.30 Tuesday (Latin Reggae & Hip Hop) 

LA INEDITA & BANG DATA 

7.7 

WARREN G 

7.8 

CES CRU 

The Highlife Band 

7.11 

NWSS KICKOFF 

7.12 

KATCHAFIRE 

6.1 Thursday (Psychedelic Rok) 

7.15 

NIGHTMARES ON WAX 

ANDY COE BAND 

7.18 

JAVIERA MENA 

Scott Law and John Kadlecik 

7.20 

YING YANG TWINS 

6.2 Friday (80s/90s DJ) 

7.27 

PREZIDENT BROWN 

80s VS 90s DANCE PARTY 

7.28 

BLACKALICIOUS + ZION 1 

DJ Indica Jones, Brass Monkeys-Beastie 
Boys Tribute 

7.29 

PRINCE & MJ 

7.30 

SPYN RESET & NVO 

6.3 Saturday (80s New Wave) 

8.4 

SLEEPY SUN 

THE BEST 80s PARTY EVER! 

8.18 

QUANTIC 

(SO FAR) 

Nite Wave, DJ Baby Van Beezly 

8.19 

BOWIE VISION 

6.4 Sunday (Electronic) 

8.23 

TALKING DREADS 

FRAMEWORKS 

9.20 

BLACK UHURU 

Tor, Lapa 

9.22 

BARRETT MARTIN GROUP 



THE IAM< THE GVITAIt THE LEOEP1D* 
SPECIAL GUEST: STRANGE VINE 

JUNE 3 • THE MOORE 

NEXT SATURDAY! 



i d f i t a «e 


ofiE meHT ontv 





11 TO DO 11 


The Best of the Rest of The Shows This Week 

strangerthingstodo.com $0 @SEAshows 
★ = Recommended © = All Ages 


WED 5/24 


BARBOZAThe Roosevelts 
with Sneaky Bones, 8 pm, 

$ 1 2/$ 1 4 

CAFE NORDO The Love 
Markets, 8 pm, $15 
CHOP SUEY Basement 
Surfers, Sun Dummy, Iffy 
Comma, Jason McCue, 7 
pm, $8 

CONOR BYRNE Biddadat, 

PF Liars, Carolyn Samuelson, 
8-1 1 pm, $8 

HIGH DIVE DBST, Breaks 
& Swells, The Gentlemen 
Amateurs, 8 pm, $6/$8 
★ NEUMOS Black Marble, 
Draa, Dreamdecay, 8 pm, 

$ 1 2/$ 1 5 

PARLIAMENT TAVERN Bob 

Dylan Birthday Bash, 

8-1 1 pm, free 
O THE ROYAL ROOM Bob 
Dylan at 76 in '67, 7:30 pm, 
$ 1 2/$ 1 5 

O STUDIO SEVEN 

Destruction, Warbringer, 
Jungle Rot, Hellbender, 
Devilation, 6 pm, $18 
SUBSTATION Bear Axe, Dos 
Manos, Dragon Tail, 

8 pm, $8 

sunset tavern Matthew 
Logan Vasquez, Juanita 
Stein, Valley Maker, 8:30 
pm, $15 

TRACTOR TAVERN Will 

Benard, Skerik, Joe Doria, 
Ehssan Karimi, 9 pm, $12 
O TRIPLE DOOR Roy 
Rogers and the Delta 
Rhythm Kings, 7:30 pm, 
$25/$30 

VERMILLION Crystal Beth 
& the Boom Boom Band, 
Hybrid Jesus, RGK and the 
Alternative Facts, 8-1 1 pm 

jazz alley Bria Skonberg, 
7:30 pm, $10 
O MOLLUSK Jeff 
Ferguson's Triangular 
Jazztet, 7-10 pm, free 
TIM’S TAVERN Jazz Night 
with Stuart McDonald, 

8 pm, free 

EH 

CONTOUR Depth, 9 pm, 
free 

crocodile #IRL Dance 
Party, 8 pm, $10 
FOUNDATION SUBstance 
Wednesdays, 10 pm, $0-10 
NEIGHBOURS Level Up 18+: 
DJ ALO, 9 pm, $10 
Q NIGHTCLUB Forms: Sam 
Gellaitry, 9 pm-2 am, $13 


THURS 5/25 


ANNEX THEATRE Bushwick 
Book Club, 8-1 1 pm, $10 
BARBOZAThe Family Crest 
with Trevor Sensor, 8 pm, 

$ 1 3/$ 1 5 

BLUE MOON TAVERN 

Nixon Tooth, Glass Bridge, 
Baywitch, Wild Wild 
Mexico, 9 pm, $7 

O BROADWAY 
PERFORMANCE HALL 

Vocalpoint! Seattle: 
Addicted to Love, $5-$20 

CENTRAL SALOON 

Coverset: Wild Arms, 
Support Group, Lizzy Rose, 
9 pm-midnight 

O CHAPEL PERFORMANCE 

space Alumni Alchemy, 
7:30 pm, $5-$15 
chop SUEY Po' Brothers, La 
Fonda, Lanford Black, 8 pm, 
$ 1 0/$ 1 2 

CROCODILE Universoul 


Mixtape, 8 pm, $15 
DARRELL’S TAVERN Sonic 
Caravan, Strange Jerome, 
Coleslaw Taylor, 9 pm, $6 
© EL CORAZON Cam 
Meekins, 7 pm, $ 1 5/$ 1 8 
THE FUNHOUSE Robbers 
Roost, Clyde & The 
Milltailers, The Bridge City 
Sinners, Derek Blake, 

7:30 pm, $6/$8 
high dive Marmalade, 

8 pm, $6 

HIGHLINE Mud On My Bra, 
Deaf Poets, Kid Leather, ex 
Licks, 9:30 pm, $8; Mama 
Said, 7-9 pm, $8 
HIGHWAY 99 Patti Allen 
and Monster Road, 8 pm, $7 

O LASER DOME AT 
PACIFIC SCIENCE CENTER 

Quiet, NEAT, Talktin and 
Easy, 8 pm, $15 
LO-FI The Knast, Moon 
Darlings, 9 pm 
NECTAR A Galaxy Far, Far 
Away... The Concert, 8 pm, 
$1 5/$20 

neumos Branden 
Daniel & The Chics (BD & 
theSHEEKS), Automotive 
Steamhorse, Night Ships, 8 
pm, $ 1 0/$ 1 2 

PARLIAMENT TAVERN Cecil 

Moses and the SGs, 

8-1 1 pm, free 

★ THE ROYAL ROOM 

Mokoomba, 8-11 pm, $25 
SEAMONSTER Aqua Soul, 
9:30 pm, free for ladies/$5 

★ O SHOWBOX SODO T.l. 

with DJ Swervewon, 9 pm, 
$50/$55 

★ showbox Yngwie 
Malmsteen, 8 pm, 
$31.75/$36.75 
SUBSTATION Burnseer, 
Sundodger, Echo Texture, 
Dead On Cue, 8 pm, $8 

TRACTOR TAVERN The 

Dusty '45s with Los 
Colognes, 8 pm, $12 
O TRIPLE DOOR Seattle 
Secret Music Showcase #17, 
7:30 pm, $25 

I EH3 

★ barca Jazz at Barca, 9 
pm-midnight, free 

jazz alley Euge Groove, 
7:30 pm, $34.50 

EZI 

contour Jaded: DJs Jades 
& Morgueanne, 9 pm, free 
GRIM’S Special Blends, 

8 pm-2 am, free 

★ HAVANA Sophisticated 
Mama, 9 pm, free 
pony Medical RX, 9 pm, 
free 

Q NIGHTCLUB Studio 4/4: 
Leon Vynehall & Red Axes, 

9 pm-2 am, $14 

R place Thirsty Thursdays, 

9 pm, free 

TIMBRE ROOM JIVE, 10 
pm-midnight, $8; BUTT 
DAY, 5-9 pm, free 
trinity Beer Pong 
Thursdays, 9 pm, free 


FRI 5/26 


barboza Ramona, Boat, 
Dead Bars, Beverly Crusher, 
7 pm, $8/$ 1 2 
BLACK LODGE Gouge 
Away, Super Unison, 
Seattle's New Gods, RJC, 
8-11 pm, $5-$ 1 0 

BLUE MOON TAVERN 

Caveman Ego, TV Broken 
Third Eye Open, 9 pm, $7 

© BROADWAY 
PERFORMANCE HALL 

Vocalpoint! Seattle: 
Addicted to Love, $5-$20 


COLUMBIA CITY THEATER 

All Gas No Brakes, 7 pm, 

$20; Pimp du Jour, 8 pm, 
free 

O CROCODILE Louis 
Futon, Samurai Del, Metsa, 

8 pm, $15 

DARRELL’S TAVERN The 

Queen Annes, Jamie Nova 
Sky, Rachelle DeBelle & The 
Jamfest Miracles, 9 pm, $8 

0 EL CORAZON A Lot Like 
Birds, Household, Hearts 
Like Lions, Owel, Tidelines, 

6 pm, $ 1 3/$ 1 5 

THE FUNHOUSE Armed 
For Apocalypse, Deathbed 
Confessions, Ghostblood, 
Kommand, Oxygen 
Destroyer, 8 pm, $8/$10 
high dive Na'an Stop, 
Unite One, Selecta Raiford, 

8 pm, $8/$ 1 2 
HIGHWAY 99 Six Gun 
Romeo, Hard Money Saints, 
Little Ray & The Uppercuts, 
8:30 pm, $15 
LO-FI BIG BDLG BASH, 9 
pm, $ 1 2/$ 1 6 
nectar Vaudeville 
Etiquette, General Mojo's, 
Spencer Glenn Band, Cedar 
Teeth, 8 pm, $10/$ 15 
PARLIAMENT TAVERN Boys 
Club, 9 pm-midnight, $5 

THE ROYAL ROOM O 

Marley's Ghost, 6:30 pm, 

$ 1 2/$ 1 5; SabroSon: Salsa y 
Sabor, 9 pm, $10 

SKYLARK CAFE & CLUB 

Friction Pitch, Prize Fighters, 
Boxcar Tourists, 9 pm, $7 

SLIM’S LAST CHANCE The 

Derelicts, Thee Deception, 
Pukesnake, 9 pm-1 am, $6 

★ O TRIPLE DOOR 

Divinity Roxx with Black 
Stax, 8 pm, $20/$25 

VARIOUS LOCATIONS 

SUSQUATCH 2, $5-$10 

VITO’S RESTAURANT & 

lounge Yada Yada Blues 
Band, 9:30 pm, free 

1 l\kA 

O COUTH BUZZARD BOOKS 
ESPRESSO BUONO CAFE 

2nd Annual Couth Buzzard 
Jazz Festival, $8-$30 

EGAN’S JAM HOUSE 

Chip Parker with Darin 
Clendenin, Clipper 
Anderson, and Robert 
Rushing, 7 pm, $10 
jazz alley Euge Groove, 
9:30 pm, $34.50 
TULA’S Fifth Annual Miles 
Davis Birthday Celebration, 
7:30 pm, $25 

EH 

ASTON MANOR House Party 
Fridays, 10 pm-2 am, $20 
barboza Famous Fridays, 
10:30 pm, free 
THE CLOUD ROOM Sassy & 
Sweet Happy Hour, 

4-7 pm, free 
FOUNDATION Resonate 
Fridays, 9 pm-2 am, $15-$30 
Havana Viva Havana, 9 
pm, $15 

NEIGHBOURS Absolut 
Fridays, 9 pm-4 am, $5 
Q NIGHTCLUB Fresh Prints, 
10 pm-2 am, $10 
STAGE SEATTLE Lux Fridays, 
10 pm, Free with RSVP 

★ TIMBRE ROOM 

Supersonic Electronic: A 
Night of Cosmic Italo Disco, 
10 pm-2 am, Free/$7 
trinity Massive Fridays, 
free 

VERMILLION Session 
Fridays, 10 pm-2 am, free 


CLASSICAL 


O 415 WESTLAKE Emerald 
City Music: Back to Bach, 

8 pm, $45 


SAT 5/27 


★ barboza Sashay, Pink 
Parts, Princess Charming, 7 
pm, $8/$ 1 0 

BLUE MOON TAVERN Cover 
Night: Cloud Cover, For 
Now, For Troubled Minds., 

9 pm, $7 

O BROADWAY 
PERFORMANCE HALL 

Vocalpoint! Seattle: 
Addicted to Love, $5-$20 
O CAFE RACER Forest Ray, 

7 pm, free 

CENTRAL SALOON Porn 
Bloopers, Mud On My Bra, 
Sunset Flip, Hellbat, 8 pm- 
midnight, $8 

COLUMBIA CITY THEATER 

Steven Curtis, Abstract 
Melody, Carina D'Angelo, 
Musie, 8 pm, $15 

COMPADRE COFFEE The 

Steering Committee, 

7-9 pm 

CONOR BYRNE Punk As 
Folk 2017, 8 pm, $ 1 0/$ 1 2 
CROCODILE Flynt Flossy 
and Turquoise Jeep, 

8 pm, $15 

O EL CORAZON Vultures 
Above Us with Guests, 

7 pm, $ 1 0/$ 1 2 
high dive The Revolution 
Was On The Radio: A Night 
of Protest Songs, 8 pm, $10 
HIGHWAY 99 The Hank 
Shreve Band, 8 pm, $16 

THE KRAKEN BAR & 

lounge Into the Storm, 
Florida Man, SwampheavY, 
Joseph, 9 pm, $7 

O LAKE CHAD CAFE Jim 

O'Halloran Trio with Eric 
Hullanderand Ricardo 
Guity, 7-10 pm, free 
lucky LIQUOR Clone Wolf, 
Fine, Nathan Reed, Ralph 
Reign, 9 pm, $8; RCV, Pale 
Angels, Jerri Queen, Jason 
Paul & the Know It Alls, 

4:30 pm, $5 

nectar Pigs on the Wing 
Perform "The Wall", 8 pm, 
$1 5/$20 

PARLIAMENT TAVERN 45th 
Street Brass, Malware, 

9 pm, $5 

rendezvous Let's All Drink 
and Do Broadway, 9:30 pm, 

$ 1 0/$ 1 2 

O THE ROYAL ROOM 

Ranger and the 
Re-Arrangers, 8-10 pm, free 

SLIM’S LAST CHANCE 

Shagnasty, Swedish Finnish, 
Aaiiee, 9 pm-1 am, $6 
SUBSTATION A Benefit 
Show for Warren AKA 
Andy, 8 pm, $10 

★ O TACOMA DOME Tim 
McGraw & Faith Hill, 

7:30 pm, $66.50-$1 16.50 

0 TEATRO DE LA 

psychomachia Elgar, CJ 
Boyd, Cruel Diagonals, Twin 
Sibling, 8 pm, $5-$ 1 5 

TRACTOR TAVERN An 

Evening with Polecat & 

Brad Parsons, 9 pm, $8 

★ © TRIPLE DOOR 

Naomi Wachira, 8 pm, $20 

VARIOUS LOCATIONS 

SUSQUATCH 2, $5-$10 

VICTORY LOUNGE Hot 

Freaks, Pale Angels, 

Jerri Queen, Jason Paul 
& the Know It Alls, The 
Botherations, 8:30 pm- 

1 am, $5/$8 

tl**A 

O COUTH BUZZARD BOOKS 
ESPRESSO BUONO CAFE 

2nd Annual Couth Buzzard 
Jazz Festival, $8-$30 
jazz alley Euge Groove, 
9:30 pm, $34.50 
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The Best of the Rest of the Music 


TULA’S Fifth Annual Miles 
Davis Birthday Celebration, 
7:30 pm, $25 

VITO’S RESTAURANT & 

lounge Jerry Zimmerman, 
6-9 pm, free 

un 

ASTON MANOR NRG 

Saturdays, 10 pm, free 
BALTIC ROOM Crave 
Saturdays, 10 pm 
BARBOZA Hey Now, 

10:30 pm, free 
chop suey Dance Yourself 
Clean, 9 pm, Free/$5 
★ CUFF DJ Night: Rotating 
DJs, 10 pm-3 am, free 
FOUNDATION Elevate 
Saturdays, $15-30 
HAVANA Havana Social, 

9 pm, $15 

KREMWERK Christian 
Martin, 10 pm, $10/$ 15 
neighbours Powermix, 

8 pm-4 am, $5 

pony Luv' Ladder, 9 pm, 
free; BookJam, 6-8 pm, 
free 

Q NIGHTCLUB CODA: 011: 
Graves & Josh Pan, 10 pm- 
2 am, $15 

STAGE SEATTLE Vice 
Saturdays, 10 pm-2 am, 
Free/$15 

THERAPY LOUNGE Stripes, 

10 pm-2 am, $5 
trinity Reload Saturdays, 

9 pm, free 


SUN 5/28 


BLUE MOON TAVERN The 

Raging Maggots, 9 pm, $5 

O BROADWAY 
PERFORMANCE HALL 

Vocalpoint! Seattle: 
Addicted to Love, $5-$20 

COLUMBIA CITY THEATER 

Heart Avail, LaRissa Vienna 
and the Strange, Post 
Rapture Party, 8 pm, free 

O CROCODILE 

KnowMads with Guests, 

8 pm, $10 

THE FUNHOUSE Shoot 
Jake, Dead Country 
Gentleman, Cold Comfort, 

8 pm, $8/$10 

HARD ROCK CAFE The 

Gruv, 8:30 pm, $15-$40 
HIGH DIVE Ghost Town 
Whistlers, Lakoda, Okedo, 

8 pm, $6/$8 

LO-FI Maya Songbird, Tig 
Bitty, Coreena, Le Fomo, 
Anther, 8 pm-2 am, $8 

O NEPTUNE THEATRE 

Blackbear with ELHAE, 

8 pm, $25/$28.50 

PARLIAMENT TAVERN 

Echo Ravine, Mujahedeen, 
Jordan Campbell, 

8-11 pm, $5 
RENDEZVOUS Let's All 
Drink and Do Broadway, 

7 pm, $ 1 0/$ 1 2 
THE ROYAL ROOM Shay 
Shepherd and the Flock, 
Surround Sound Band, 

8:30 pm, free 
seamonster Bucket of 
Honey, 8 pm, free; Sing It 
Live, 10 pm, free 
SUBSTATION Juliet Tango, 
The Bare Minimum, Timmy 
Tombstone, 5-8:30 pm, $8 

SUNSET TAVERN Virgin 

of the Birds, Windoe, 
Whisperer, 8 pm, $8 
TIM’S TAVERN Acoustic 
Songwriter Sundays, 6-11 pm 
O TRIPLE DOOR The Bobs 
Final Show!, 9 pm, $10-$23 

VARIOUS LOCATIONS 

SUSQUATCH 2, $5-$10 

PFVil 

O CODTH BUZZARD 
BOOKS ESPRESSO BUONO 
CAFE 2nd Annual Couth 
Buzzard Jazz Festival, 
$8-$30 

jazz alley Euge Groove, 
7:30 pm, $34.50 
triple door Brian Nova 
Jazz Jam, 7 pm, free 
★ O tula’s Jim Cutler 
Jazz Orchestra, 7:30 pm, 
$10 

VITO’S RESTAURANT 


& LOUNGE ★ The Ron 
Weinstein Trio, 9:30 pm, 
free; Bob Hammer, and 
Last 6 pm, free 

e a 

BALTIC ROOM 

Resurrection Sundays, 

9 pm-2 am, $5 
CHOP SUEY Nookie, 

9 pm, $5 

CONTOUR Top A Top, 

9 pm, free 

KREMWERK Fraktured, 

9 pm-2 am, free 
nectar Jai Ho! Bollywood 
Disco Retro Costume Party, 

9 pm, $ 1 0/$ 1 5 

R PLACE Homo Hop, 

10 pm 

★ re-bar Flammable, 

10 pm-3 am, $10 
SUBSTATION Space Orbs 01 
BPMF LIVE, 10 pm- 
3 am, $10 

TRACTOR TAVERN Pop2K, 
9 pm, $10 


MON 5/29 


CAPITOL CIDER Monday 
Night Jam, 9:30 pm, free 
CONOR BYRNE Bluegrass 
Jam, 8:30 pm, free 
EL CORAZONThe 
Birthday Massacre, Army 
of the Universe, Ludovico 
Technique, 7 pm, $10-$75 
RENDEZVOUS The 
Laughter & Music Show 
with Brandon Jeffries and 
Dan Ellison, 6 pm, $ 6/$ 1 0 

mu 

O COUTH BUZZARD 
BOOKS ESPRESSO BUONO 

cafe 2nd Annual Couth 
Buzzard Jazz Festival, $8-$30 

ED 

BALTIC ROOM Jam Jam, 

9 pm, $10 

★ bar sue Motown on 
Mondays, 10 pm, free 
pony Get Huh!, 9 pm, free 


TUE 5/30 


BROADWAY 
PERFORMANCE HALL 

Mesler Studio Student 
Concert, 7:30-9:30 pm, free 

O CHAPEL 

PERFORMANCE SPACE 

Remy Morritt, 7:30 pm, 
$5-$1 5 

O CHOP SUEY Lewis Del 
Mar, 7:30 pm, $ 1 5/$ 1 8 

★ COLUMBIA CITY 
THEATER Tuesday Night 
Music Club, 7:30 pm, free 
CONOR BYRNE Country 
Dancing Night, 9 pm, free 
crocodile The Hot 8 
Brass Band, 8 pm, $15 
HIGH DIVE Norca, Bob 
Fossil, Campion, 8 pm, 

$6/$8 

MOORE THEATRE 

Rodriguez with Arum Rae, 
7:30 pm, $42.50-$62.50 
nectar La Inedita, Bang 
Data, The Highlife Band, 

7 pm, $ 1 0/$ 1 2 

PARLIAMENT TAVERN 

Special Forces Band, 8- 
1 1 pm, free 

★ THE ROYAL ROOM The 

Suffering Fuckheads, 

10 pm, free 

SEAMONSTER Joe Doria 
Presents, 10 pm, free 
O SHOWBOX SODO Bush 
with The Setback, 8 pm, 
$33/$35 

TIMBRE ROOM Cool 
Ghouls, Wooden Indian 
Burial Ground, Red Ribbon, 
8:30 pm, $8/$10 

PSB 

OWL N’ THISTLE Jazz with 
Eric Verlinde, 8 pm, free 

ED 

BALTIC ROOM Drum & 
Bass Tuesdays, 10 pm, free 

★ HAVANA Real Love '90s, 
9 pm, $5/Free 

★ LO-FI Stop Biting, 9 pm, $5 



ALL SHOWS / ALL AGES BAR W/ID UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED 
JUST OFF 1ST AVE SOUTH - 110 S. HORTON 
More Info 206-286-1312 or www.studioseven.us 


WED 5/24 5:30PM 

DESTRUCTION 

WARBRINGER/ JUNGLE ROT/ 
HELLBENDER / DEVIATION / RELIGICIDE 


THU 5/25 7PM @ THE SHOWBOX 

YNGWIE 

MALMSTEEN 

WORLD ON FIRE TOUR 2017 
w/ MECHANISM / KILLIAN MAHAFFEY 


MON 6/5 6PM 

CRYPTOPSY 
RIVERS OF NIHIL / THE ZENITH PASSAGE / 
THE KENNEDY VEIL / VISCERAL DISGORGE / 
SEEKER / & GLOOM 


FRI 6/9 4:30PM 

THE ANCHOR 

SCARLET CANARY / THE FINGER GUNS 


MON 6/12 6:15PM 

MORBID ANGEL 

SUFFOCATION / REVOCATION / 


MON 6/19 6:30PM 

INANIMATE EXISTENCE 
"THE UNSEEN SELF TOUR" 
WITH REAPING ASM0DEIA / 
CYBORG OCTOPUS / 

THE DEVILS OF L0UDUN 


dP/Eoesjna mozzy corey feldmen 

& HIS ANGELS / MULDOON / TIGER RIDER / 
STI0C FB LYNCH MOB / IRON DRAGON / 
MOM'S ROCKET / ANTAREZ STITCHED UP 
HEART / HELL OR HIGHWATER WED 13 / 
ONCE HUMAN / GABRIEL & THE APOCALYPSE 


Fri 

5/26 

9pm 

BIG BLDG BASH: 

Naomi Punk, 

Jo Passed, 

Laser Background, 
Merso 

Sat 

5/27 

9pm 

MAYA SONGBIRD, 

Tig Bitty, Coreena, 

Le Foma $8 

Hie 

5/30 

9pm 

STOP BITING 1 

BEATMAKERS 
SHOWCASE $5 

Wed 

5/31 

9pm 

LOVING TOUCH 
vinyl Centric House 

Dj Sets $5 

Thu 

6/1 

9pm 

COZY SLIPPERS, 

Mud on the Bra, 
Spinster 

Fri 

6/2 

9pm 

DUG RARE FUNK 

DANCE PARTY $7 

Sat 

6/3 

9pm 

STILL ILL VS. ROLLING 
OLD SCHOOL 80S, 90S 
&00S HIP HOP PARTY! 

$7 


meiofi.net 

429 EflstlBhB Avbl East 

Ages 21+ 


I 

1H 

11 

in 

C 

OMINGUPNEXT 


WEDNESDAY 5/24 

BLACK MARBLE 


DRAA + DREAMDECAY 
THURSDAY 5/25 

BD+THESHEEKS 

AUTOMOTIVE STEAMHORSE 
+ NIGHT SHIPS 

FRIDAY 5/26 

GIRLPOOL 

SNAIL MAIL 
FRIDAY 6/02 

DJ PREMIER 
&THEBADDER BAND 

TUESDAY 6/06 

CHON 

TERA MELOS + COVET + LITTLE TYBEE 
THURSDAY 6/08 

ERIK BLOOD 

WESTERN HAUNTS + 

SEASON OF STRANGERS + 0C NOTES 

SATURDAY 6/10 

PICKWICK 

CATALDO 

WEDNESDAY 6/14 

COUNTRY LIPS 

THE EASY LEAVES + EVENING BELL 
+ CALEB & WALTER 

THURS. 6/15 ■ SAT. 6/17 

NORTHWEST TERROR FEST 


BJ1RB0ZJ1 

COMING UP NEXT 


THURSDAY 5/25 

THE FAMILY CREST 

TREVOR SENSOR 


SATURDAY 5/27 

SASHAY 

PINK PARTS + PRINCESS CHARMING 


SUNDAY 5/28 

MOOR GANG PARTY 

Dl ROCRYTE + DJ VEGA 



NEUHOS.COM | THEBARBOZA.COM | THERUNAWAYSEAnLE.COM 


925 EAST PIKE STREET, SEATTLE 



llNEPTUNC 

1303 NE45TH ST 


A de lta 


OFFICIAL AIRLINE 


SlG 


SEATTLE 

THEATRE 


NEXT WEEK! MAY 30 

JUSTIN TOWNES EARLE 

THE SADIES 1 SAMMY BHUE 


NEXT WEEK! MAY 31 

JEAN-LUC PONTY 

NEXT WEEK! JUNE I 

PRINCESS 

FEATURING 

MAYA RUDOLPH & GRETCHEN LIEBERUM 


NEXT WEEK! FRI JUNE 2 
DANIEL ASH • KEVIN HASKINS • DIVA 

POPTONE 

BAUHAUS • TONES ON TAIL • LOVE AND ROCKETS 

POW! 


FRI JUNE 9 

DAMIEN ESCOBAR 


SAT JUNE 10 

SHOOTING STARS LIVE TOUR 

BAG RAIDERS 

RKCB 


JUNE 15 

CUT/COPY 

FRI JUNE 16 

LOW + MONO 

JUNE 22 

RESISTING TRUMP’S 
SHOCK DOCTRINE: 

AN EVENING WITH 
NAOMI KLEIN 

SAT JUNE 24 

SUNYATA RECORDS SHOWCASE 

AYRON JONES 
BARRETT MARTIN GROUP 
VAU D VI LLE ETIQUETTE 
NOELTANNEN 
& THE FILTHY NO NOS 
SPECIAL GUESTS 


FRI JULY 7 
FUNCH-A-MANIA 

RON FUNCHES 


JULY II 
THE DE-TOUR 

SABRINA CARPENTER 

ALEX AIONO I NEW HOPE CLUB 


FRI JULY 14 

THE MOUNTAIN WILL FALL TOUR 

DJ SHADOW 

SAT JULY 15 
AN EVENING WITH 

COWBOY JUNKIES 

SAT JULY 22 

SIRUS XM PRESENTS COFFEHOUSE LIVE 

JOSHUA RADIN 
RACHAEL YAM AGATA 
BRANDON JENNER 


JULY 24 

WAXAHATCHEE 

CAYETANA 

FRI JULY 28 

GEORGE CLINTON & 
PARLIAMENT FUNKADELIC 


FRI AUGUST 4 

CLOUD CULT 

PERFORMS FULL SCORE OF THE SEEKER FILM ♦ LIVE SET 


FRI AUGUST 25 

SWANS 

OKKYUNG LEE 


SAT & SUN SEPTEMBER 2 & 3 
NO PADS...N0 HELMETS.... JUST BALLS 
I5TH ANNIVERSARY TOUR 

SIMPLE PLAN 

SET IT OFF I PATENT PENDING 


SEPTEMBER 24 

RIDE 


OCTOBER I 

BRIDGES NOT WALLS TOUR 2017 

BILLY BRAGG 


OCTOBER 2 

SAINT ETIENNE 


ON SALE FRI AT 10AM 
OCTOBER 10 

KING GIZZARD 
& THE LIZARD WIZARD 


v* 


ON SALE NOW! 

BLACKBEAR I MAY 28 • MICHAEL CHE I JUNE 23 
ANIMAL COLLECTIVE I JUNE 29 • SYLVAN ESSO I AUG 18 & 19 
FUTURE ISLANDS I SEPT 23 • HANSON I OCT 17 
PAUL WELLER I OCT 18 • TASH SULTANA I OCT 24 
HAMILTON LEITHAUSER I NOV 15 
RHETT & LINK I DEC 2 


A D E LTA 


„ I _ SEATTLE 

v I n 

0|u Hour 


(800) 745-3000 • STGPRESENTS.ORG I NEPTUNE 
Tickets available at Ticketmaster.com I mmUm- 
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5/24 

WEDNESDAY 


5/24 

WEDNESDAY 


5/25 

THURSDAY 


5/26 

FRIDAY 


5/26 

FRIDAY 


5/27 

SATURDAY 



The Cruw Presents:: 

#IRL DANCE PARTY 

The Cruw, PG Boys, Malicious Allure, The Folks, 
T.O.W.N., DJ U.NO.HU, Prototype Sessions, Dave B 

21 and over 



The Crocodile Presents:: 

Matthew Logan Vasquez @ The Sunset 

Juanita Stein, Valley Maker 21 and over 



OTOW x GKPR Presents:: 

Universoul Mixtape 

Andre Power, Abjo, OTOW Gang w/ 
Khingz (Live Band), jamie blake All ages 



The Crocodile Presents:: 

Louis Futon 

Samurai Del, Metsa All ages 



The Crocodile Presents:: 

Woods @ The Sunset 

21 and over 



The Crocodile Presents:: 


Flynt Flossy and Turquoise Jeep 

MotaMouth Jones, DJ Indica Jones All ages 



5/28 KNOWMADS 5/30 THE HOT BRASS BAND 6/1 CHASTITY BELT 6/2 VALERIE JUNE 
6/3 PASSAFIRE 6/4 FELLY 6/5 WAVVES 6/7 ZAKK SABBATH 6/8 DARCY @ THE TIMBRE 
ROOM 6/9 MY GOODNESS 6/10 DANIEL LANOIS / ROCCO DELUCA 6/11 AVI BUFFALO 
@ THE TIMBRE ROOM 6/15 THE ANNIVERSARY 6/16 HURRAY FOR THE RIFF RAFF 

2200 2ND AVE ★ CORNER OF 2ND & BLANCHARD 


TICKETS @ THECROCODILE.COM & THE CROCODILE BOX OFFICE 

★ MORE INFO AT WWW.THECROCODILE.COM ★ 



StoangerPERKS 



SHOP LOCAL. SAVE MONEY. 


WANT YOUR BUSINESS 
IN STRANGERPERKS? 

Call 206-323-7101 or e-mail 
StrangerPerks@thestranger.com 


JET CITY ANIMAL CLINIC 

Capitol Hill 

Jet City Animal Clinic is a fully equipped hospital with a unique approach 
to the healthcare of your urban pet; a local, family practice. Take a look at 
their aesthetic and variety of services, including wellness care and vaccines, 
diagnostics, internal medicine, surgery, dentistry, acupuncture and bodywork. 



STRANGERPERKS.COM 


Offer must be purchased from StrangerPerks website, 
and is not available directly through retailer. 
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BUSH Hell is where the heart is. 


Unpacking the Razorblade Suitcase 

Twenty-One Years of Complicated Love for Bush 

BY ELISSA WASHUTA 


U nfortunately, Bush’s Razorblade 
Suitcase is my all-time favorite 
record. 

I’m not ashamed that I’ve listened to it 
dozens of times every spring since its release 
in 1996, but I’ve spent enough time DJing 
college radio and dating men that I know 
I’m supposed to be. I first heard Bush as a 
preteen, and I responded as I was meant 
to respond to that musi- 
cal equivalent of a Monster 
energy drink — syrupy and 
chemical with rockin’ badass 
packaging. 

This spring, it occurred 
to me that Razorblade Suitcase was also 
likely my first and most profound liter- 
ary influence. Lingering young love is one 
thing. Realizing the cataloging of grotesque- 
rie that I thought sprang organically from 
some place deep in my emotional anatomy 
but instead was transferred from the mind 
of Gavin Rossdale — that’s different. As my 
parents probably said when I was asked to 
leave Catholic school around the same time 
I first snapped that CD into my cherry-red 
Discman: I’m not mad. I’m just disappointed. 

Twenty years have passed since that time 
the CD lived between my Discman and the 
stereo of the bedroom where I spent all my 
after-school hours reading magazines, wilt- 
ing poems, and perfecting my tiny worksheet 
drawings of cell reproduction. Five days a 
week, my mom drove my brother and me half 


an hour from our house near New Jersey’s 
sod fields to the school that I’d leave months 
after getting the Razorblade Suitcase CD — I 
was not a good fit, socially, and just about 
every adult in my life agreed that I didn’t 
belong. 

This is what Bush tapped into. My world 
was small, lived on worn paths from home 
to school, home to mall, home to library. My 
Elaine Benes glasses, over- 
size uniform sweaters, and 
collection of plastic trophies 
for academics situated me at 
the bottom of the social hier- 
archy. I spent seventh grade 
nearly friendless, having lost my BFF to 
public school, which meant I had nobody 
to gossip with about Oasis’s intra-band 
turmoil. 

I knew everything about every member of 
Korn, Live, and the Prodigy, but for reasons 
I can’t recall, I never cared to look into the 
lives of Gavin Rossdale or the other members 
of Bush. Maybe I lost interest when I read 
Rossdale’s profile in the October 1997 issue 
of YM I repeatedly read from cover to cover: 

Q: You are one of the ten sexiest men in 
rock ’n’ roll today. 

A: Wow. 

Q: Believe it or not, but I’m telling you 
it’s for real. What’s that feel like? 

A: Huhhh.... 


I wasn’t studying the pages of “Rock 
Gods,” in which “YM took six hot musicians 
out of the dark, smoky clubs — and brought 
’em into the sunshine,” for any reason other 
than to study for my future as a famous 
person. 

NOUNS AND NONSENSE 

I had three goals in life: to live in the city, 
to get famous, and to find my perfect love 
forever. I hadn’t defined a location, a form 
of achievement, or a love object, but I had a 
feeling that music was my path to all three, 
because on MTV they seemed to be a pack- 
age deal. My glockenspiel wasn’t going to get 
me there, so I began writing “song lyrics.” 
My pre-Bush efforts were D+ at best: “All 
the king’s horses and all the king’s men / Can 
never put me back together again,” “Ashes to 
ashes / Dust to dust / It’s not an option / It’s 
a must,” “Your hair is the color of mourning / 
Your smile the color of gold.” 

I loved music so much, I wanted to soak 
it into my body tissue. I wanted to be trans- 
formed. I know just enough about music that 
I can say that you’re unlikely to find a rubric 
by which Bush’s abrasive chords, pestering 
cymbal taps, and mostly-on-key vocalizing 
could be evaluated as, I don’t know, great. I 
know more than enough about writing that 
I can say that Rossdale’s lyrics are, for the 
most part, meaningless. “It’s not just one ► 


Bush 

w/the Kickback 

Tues May 30, Showbox Sodo, 

8 pm, $33 adv/$35 DOS, all ages 



tractor 

TIMES LISTED ARE SHOW TIMES. 
DOORS OPEN 30-60 MINUTES BEFORE. 


Wednesday 5124 

EXPERIMENTAL JAZZ 

SKERIK, WILL BERNARD, 

JOE DORIA & EHSSAN KARIMI 

9PM $12 


Thursday 5/25 

ROOTISCANA ROCKABILLY 

THE DUSTY 45’S 

LOS COLOGNES 

8PM $ 1 2/$ 1 5 


Saturday 5/27 

AN EVENING WITH 

POLECAT 

BRAD PARSONS 


9PM $8/$12 


Sunday 5/28 

PLAY MY BIRTHDAY PRESENTS 


POP2K 


W/ DJ LO KNOWS & DJ DOUBLE 
DARE SPINNING DANCE PARTY 
HITS FROM 2000-2010 

9PM $ 1 0/$ 1 5 


r 


Friday 5/26 

SPECTRAL ROCK 

JESSE SYKES 
& THE SWEET 
HEREAFTER 

DIMINISHED MEN 

9PM $15 



. . _ -. 5/31 COLD SODA 6/1 DUSTBOWL REVIVAL, 
M B £ 6/2 KUINKA 6/3 THE RED ELVISES 

?f|L , 6/4 BJ BARHAM, 6/5 CHARLIE WORSHAM & 

Lj ; " L BRANDY CLARK, 6/6 MOUNTAIN GOATS 


FOLLOW US ON FB, 
TWITTER & INSTAGRAM 


IS 


5213 Ballard Ave. NW ★ 789-3599 


L www.tractortavern.coin I 





SEA MONSTER live music 

TUESDAYS w/ JOE DORIA 

Live B3 organ jazz funk 
9:30pm, $5 

WESTSOUND WEDNESDAYS 

Live soul and funk 9:30pm, $5 

LADIES NIGHT THURSDAYS 

9:30pm $5, Ladies in Free 

FUNKY 2 DEATH FRIDAYS 

Live funk and soul revue w/ 
DJ ROC PHIZZLE at 9pm $10 

LIVE SATURDAYS $10 

CUBAN ALL STARS 7pm 
700 FUNK 10pm 

SAT & SUN BRUNCH 11AM 

LIVE JAZZ 12-2, 21+ @ 10PM 


c f SCRATCH BAR FOOD and 
A HAPPY HOUR 4-6 DAILY / J 

2202 N 45th St • Seattle 
206 992-1120 

seamonsterlounge.com 
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THURS, 5/25-SUN, 5/28 


mMJs 





ill 


BURROW 

Mitch Burrow placed second in 
the 2015 Seattle International 
Comedy Competition. He 
is a Marine Corps Veteran 
that served in Operation 
Iraqi Freedom in 2003. He 
then started a career in 
manufacturing before realizing 
that it sucked. Now, Mitch has found his true calling 
in acting silly on a stage in front of strangers on a 
nightly basis. 


i(X)MFJ>Y 109 S. WASHINGTON ST. 

UNDERGROUND KSffi | 

WWW.COMEDVUNDERGROUND.COM 


◄ way / A negative factor,” he sings on “In- 
sect Kin.” There’s not a word on Razorblade 
Suitcase that could warrant a parental advi- 
sory sticker, because it’s meant for children. 
Later, that YM interview continues: 

Q: What are the characteristics of a 
Bush song? 

A: Honesty. I hope a sense of reality. 
Wouldn’t it be much more interesting to 
hear Boyz II Men as to their lifestyle and 
who they are? And instead it’s like, “Oh, 
girl.” 

Never mind that in writing the lyrics to 
Razorblade Suitcase, Rossdale was like, 
“Oh, girl,” crafting songs in his apartment 
while his ex-girlfriend moved out. If, before I 
learned this, you’d asked me what the album 
was about, I would have guessed ambition. 
Or insects. 

Beginning writers tend to be vague, 
saying it’s because they want to leave in- 
terpretation up to the reader, but I think 
it’s because precision is terrifying. To write 
our fears, desires, and experiences with 
precision can feel like an irrevocable act of 
exposure. 

At times, Rossdale approximates pre- 
cision by stuffing his lyrics with concrete 
nouns. The lyrics don’t make sense, exactly, 
but they clumsily accomplish what I ask of 
my literature: evocation through detail and 
imagery rather than excessive explanatory 
rumination (though 
Razorblade Suitcase 
doesn’t lack that). 

The cataloging of 
grotesquerie is still 
the foundation of ev- 
ery essay I write. 

Razorblade Suitcase 
is a cabinet of curi- 
osities: pollutants, 

daisies, flames, blades, 
flies, disease, sick 
dogs, iron lungs, the 
moon, linen, angels, 
the sun, skin, forceps, 
a guillotine, bones, scars, lace, veins. It’s a 
lesson in rotted anatomy: copper tongue, 
silver grin, polluted heart, broken fingers, 
blackened lungs. And it’s a medicine cabi- 
net: paracetamol, Benzedrine, Red Stripe, 
Vicodin. It’s “poison crazy lush. ” 

I love nouns and nonsense (evidenced by 
all the Twitter bots I follow). Writer and re- 
ceiver always collaborate to make meaning, 
and meaning was exactly what I needed at 
age 13, not seen so much as glimpsed in the 
moments when my head became a target for 
basketballs. 

“I’m gonna find my way into the sun / 
If I destroy myself,” Rossdale sang. And I 
thought, “Is that how it works? How can I 
self-destroy my way into the sun?” 

After seventh grade, I switched schools. 
My new English teacher told me my “song 
lyrics” were poems. After I disavowed Bush 
in high school, my body became a tribute al- 
bum as I cataloged sensations: a pin stuck 
into my gut as far as I could stand (which 
was basically not at all), the nausea of ex- 
perimental hunger, the heart contractions 
of caffeine pills chased with NyQuil for an 
alertness-spiked stupor on Friday nights, 
one of which I spent heart-ticking hours 
writing: “I scratch until / my veins surface 
/ and scales sprout, / muscles twist into 
strings // Pus clots in my eyelashes / and the 
yellows of my eyes / melt into gray skin // A 
white pill disappears / under my tongue / to 
mend the sores inside me.” 

Bush could have been my gateway drug to 
Nirvana, but I first heard that band thanks 
to a punk friend’s musical intervention. I’d 
experienced Bush as ahistorical, geographi- 
cally unbound, bodied only by words and 


chords — but Nirvana seemed to have come 
out of the ground in the mythical place where 
my mom’s family had lived since the begin- 
ning of time. 

I’ve never loved anything or anyone as 
much as I loved Nirvana then, but, as I lis- 
ten to Razorblade Suitcase and In Utero 
back-to-back for purposes of comparison, 
I can’t say that Nirvana’s lyrics are better 
than Bush’s. Meaning is more extractable 
from Kurt Cobain’s imagery, but not much. 
Like Rossdale’s bugs and pills, Cobain’s 
tactile world seems more evocative than 
representative, punctuating unadorned 
testaments to pain with the paraphernalia 
of decay. 

Bush, of course, is derivative. Their debut, 
Sixteen Stone, was released nine months and 
one day after Kurt Cobain’s death (though it 
was recorded while he was alive), a case of a 
band that meant to jump onto a bandwagon 
but instead found themselves bringing a float 
to a funeral procession. 

A CATALOG OF DISAPPOINTMENTS 

A fter college, I moved to Seattle, still 
working on those life goals: city life, 
fame, and perfect love. I still wanted to 
“shine on,” as I’d first heard Rossdale sing 
a decade earlier, and I still clung to that 
promise of a sun to find one’s way into, rising 
from the sludge of alternative rocking. But I 
knew how the Nirvana 
story ended: Perfect 
love, fame, the city — 
they all amount to 10 
swords in the back. 

Everyone who’s not 
13 knows that famous 
people are miserable. 
Still, I cling to the no- 
tion that I can strive 
my way to permanent 
happiness. My goals 
stemmed from the 
desire to be seen — by 
my half-million neigh- 
bors, by every person on earth, by one other 
person. I’m not the rock god I hoped to be, 
but I’ve already hit the only benchmark of 
“fame” I concocted as a preteen: standing 
onstage in front of strangers for a nonaca- 
demic purpose. 

Rossdale’s affirmation on the record’s 
last track, “Distant Voices,” still tugs at me: 
“Pm gonna find my way / Into the sun / If 
I destroy myself.” Sharing a dream makes 
a person vulnerable, because we aren’t 
supposed to want too much for ourselves — 
we’re foolish or egotistical if we aspire 
beyond our imposed bounds. In my striv- 
ing, my shining desire has been tempered 
by a catalog of disappointments: cigarette 
phlegm, microphone plosives, empty Vi- 
codin bottles, hotel bedbugs. Aspiration 
leaves a wake of spent possibilities, which 
Nirvana’s lyrics expressed in a way that 
Bush’s failed to. 

Rossdale urged me to “take life as it comes 
/ straight, no chaser,” but I take life through 
a scrim of anticipatory dread, fear of loss, 
and fear of success, working to anticipate 
any possible outcome so I won’t be caught off 
guard. I’m so busy with this work that I for- 
get to notice that I am loved, I am seen, and I 
am alive in the city. 

Therapists, life coaches, and witches 
seem to agree that it’s important to be 
precise in asking the people around us, our- 
selves, or the universe for what we want. 
How could I ever know what I want? “Hell 
is where the heart is,” Rossdale sang. I sus- 
pect I’ve met no end point because my heart 
doesn’t want one: It wants the hell, the de- 
cay, the ruptures, the mitosis that heals the 
wounds. ■ 


Gavin Rossdale urged 
me to “take life as it 
comes / straight, no 
chaser,” but I take life 
through a scrim of 
anticipatory dread, 
fear of loss, and fear of 
success. 
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Americans Overvalue Work, 


Isn't the United States too large to in- 
stitute something like a basic income? 
Aren't you being impractical and un- 
realistic? 

The status quo is impractical and unrealistic. 
There aren’t enough jobs at a living wage to go 
around. The system of waged work as the pri- 
mary way you gain access to the means to live is 
not working. There are too many people left out 
and marginalized from that system. So I think 
it’s time to start thinking of alternatives. 


work and not screaming at everyone? 

Obviously it becomes nonsensical when we 
think about paying for one thing or another. The 
point is the accounting doesn’t work anymore. 
In the factory, you could count what the worker 
was doing during the course of eight hours. 
They went home and they didn’t do anything 
more except eat and come back the next day. 

They made 17,000 sprockets and so they 
were paid X number of dollars. 

Sure. But these accounting systems as 
they exist now are inadequate. They won’t 
pay you for the emotional labor you repro- 
duced last night, or your creative labor from 
the art exhibit you went to last night. Now 
that we can no longer make these calcula- 
tions, something like a guaranteed basic 
income makes more rational sense than the 
wage system, which doesn’t even cover all the 
productive activity that employers are mak- 
ing use of but not paying for. 


and That’s a Problem 

BY RICH SMITH 


Y ou work too much, and your free time 
really only functions as the recovery 
time you need in order to be productive at 
work. Worse, you don’t complain because 
you’re afraid of getting fired and you know 
you’re replaceable. Worse still, you’re aware 
that your employer is taking advantage of 
your insane work ethic, but your job is such 
a core part of your identity that you secretly 
derive pleasure from being such a selfless 
worker. You are your job, after all. It’s not 
selfless if you’re doing it for your own good. 

If any of that rings true — and if your situa- 
tion is even worse than all that — you’ll find some 
refreshment in The Problem with Work, a new- 
ish book by Duke professor Kathi Weeks. In the 
book, and in general, Weeks helpfully uses femi- 
nist arguments to illuminate the many ways our 
employers take advantage of our labor. 

Over the last week, she’s spoken at a num- 
ber of panels on the subject of work for Red 
May, the monthlong far-left festival of lec- 
tures and readings exploring different ways 
to organize ourselves as a people. 

On Sunday, May 28, she’ll join Chris 
O’Kane, Iyko Day, Anita Chari, and moderator 
Samir Gandesha for a noontime panel called 
“Time. Work. Domination.,” which is all about 
the way work is coming to dominate all of life. 

We talked about her upcoming panel over 
two free glasses of water at the Victrola on 
15th Avenue. 

Work is my life. If I didn't have my job, 
I would be a freeloader in society and I 
wouldn't have any sense of self. 

When we think of ourselves without work, 
we imagine ourselves wandering around aim- 
lessly, as if our only alternatives are life sub- 
ordinated to work or chaos. I think that’s a 


symptom of the way we’ve let work come to 
dominate our lives. We imagine it as this glue 
that’s going to keep us connected to each oth- 
er and keep order in the world, but I think it’s 
a fantasy — a really strong fantasy. 

I don’t think we should eliminate work. Obvi- 
ously, productive activity needs to happen. I’m 
just raising critical questions about why it is 
that we imagine our lives to be defined by work. 

So what are you trying to do with these 
critical questions? 

I want to demote work in our hierarchy of 
cultural values. I don’t want to devalue it, I 
just want to kick it down a few notches. 

How do you plan to do that? 

It’s a very difficult thing to do! Different 
kinds of movements at different points have 
tried to do this. One of the movements I’m in- 
terested in is this one in the 1970s in Europe 
and North America called Wages for House- 
work. It’s a feminist movement, and it was 
organized around that slogan. 

What were they about? 

They talked about valuing all of the domestic 
work that women were doing that wasn’t valued 
with wages. Rhetorically, they were trying to 
do something very difficult. By saying “house- 
work” deserved a wage, they were calling it out 
as work. That is, raising children, taking care 
of the elderly, cooking, doing laundry — any so- 
cially necessary labor without which the wage 
economy would not and could not exist, either 
generationally or on a day-to-day basis. But at 
the same time, they were trying to say also, “but 
it’s only work” — it’s not something to revere or 
celebrate. So they wanted to recognize house- 
work as work, but not overvalue it as work. 


You'd like to see that idea applied more 
generally? 

Yes. I’d like to recognize all the forms of 
productive activity that aren’t being reward- 
ed with wages, and at the 
same time demote work 
from the top place in our 
hierarchy of values. 

Wait, what kind of "pro- 
ductive activity" are 
we not getting com- 
pensated for? 

Think about all the 
things we do that the waged 
labor economy depends 
on but does not reward. In 
a contemporary, service- 
based economy, there are 
all of these forms of cre- 
ativity and social network- 
ing: the creation of art, 
the maintenance of social 
networks, our ability co- 
operate with one another. 

Employers make use of all 
of that, but they don’t cal- 
culate that into our salary. 

You mean employers take advantage 
of our ability to make friends at work? 

Yeah, this ability to work in teams and be 
pro-social and have all these capacities that 
employers are looking for today. You have 
to reproduce yourself as a caring, emotional, 
communicative individual every day. These 
are things you have to reproduce to make 
your work sellable during the working day. 

So I should get paid for coming into 


Wouldn't we all just roam the hills like 
flower children if we got a free check ev- 
ery month from the government? 

People respond to the idea of a basic in- 
come by imagining that there would be mass 
unrest or complete sloth, that our sense of self 
would crumble without that organizing prin- 
ciple because we have this basic need to work. 

So which is it? Do we have a need for work 
that’s built into us, or 
do we need to be forced 
to work? In most cases, 
depending on where the 
level was set, I think most 
people would want to sup- 
plement the income with 
waged work. But I think it 
would put the workers in a 
stronger position to nego- 
tiate different work terms. 

Where would you set 
the level? 

I’m not going to say. 
That’s what has to be nego- 
tiated. I think it’s a really 
difficult political struggle. 
If the level is set too low, 
a basic income would just 
subsidize low-wage em- 
ployers because it offers 
them a supplement. So I 
think it has to be set at 
some kind of minimal, liv- 
able level. And again, the vast majority of peo- 
ple would want to supplement that with waged 
work, so I don’t imagine it would be set at some 
level where nobody would want to work again. 

Taxes would pay for this? You'd have to 
tax corporations and enforce those taxes. 

Yeah. And another struggle is about wheth- 
er it would replace other kinds of social pro- 
grams. And would that be a good thing or a bad 
thing for the most vulnerable among us? ■ 
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THE SCARECROW PROJECT 
PRESENTS? 


5030 ROOSEVELT WAY NE, SEATTLE • 206-524-8554 
www.scarecrow.com 





WOLF GUY 

Sonny Chiba is a Werewolf Cop 
DVD / Blu-ray $26.95 

COPS VS. THUGS 

Vintage Yakuza Madness from the 
Director of BATTLE R0YALE 
DVD / Blu-ray $26.95 

XX 

Four Deadly Tales from Four Female Filmmakers 
DVD $19.95 Blu-ray $21 .95 


For a full list of New Releases for rent + 


visit scarecrow.com 


LOGAN 

The Final SNIKT! Includes LOGAN NOIR Black & White 
Version 

DVD $23.95 Blu-ray $29.95 

GET OUT 

The Best Modern Horror Movie in Forever 
DVD $22.95 Blu-ray $26.95 

DHEEPAN (Criterion Collection) 

2015 Cannes Film Festival Winner 
DVD $22.95 Blu-ray $26.95 



THE VAGRANT 

There’s a Scary Dude in Bill Paxton’s Attic 
Blu-ray $23.95 

MY LIFE AS A ZUCCHINI 

Gorgeous French Stop-Motion Animation 
DVD $19.95 Blu-ray $26.95 

UNFORGIVEN (4k Restoration) 

Clint’s Masterpiece Fully Restored 
Blu-ray $39.95 


New from 

Arrow 

Jacques Rivette Collection 

3 Rare Films from the 
New Wave Master 

DVD/Blu-ray $69.95 
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FILM 



Wes Hurley’s Short 
Documentary Little Potato 
Is a Must-See at SIFF 

BY CHRISTOPHER FRIZZELLE 


A s soon as Wes Hurley got to SXSW 
in March, where he was showing 
his documentary short Little Po- 
tato, people started coming up to him. “We 
were in a huge line to get our badges, and 
volunteers were coming up to us to say, ‘Oh 
my god, you were in Little Potato. We love 
your mom so much!’ That was shocking, be- 
cause we thought we’d be kind of lost down 
there, considering how big the festival is. We 
thought, ‘Okay, people are really responding 
to the film.’” 

Though Little Potato is only 14 minutes 
long, it packs more life and 
surprise and beauty and hu- 
mor and poignancy into those 
minutes than seems possible. 

It tells the story of Hurley 
growing up gay in Vladivo- 
stok, Russia, and what his mother did to get 
them out of there. 

“My earliest memory is of my drunk father 
trying to hit my mother,” Hurley narrates at 
the beginning. “I was four, so I didn’t really 
know what was going on, but I would put my 
hands into [the shape of a] TV frame and pre- 
tend that my parents were in a TV and they 
were dancing and singing and not fighting.” 

His mother hit back, and then she left her 
husband, and Hurley and his mom went to live 
with his grandmother, who was furious — she 
believed husbands had a right to beat then’ 
wives. After the collapse of the Soviet Union, 
American movies became available on TV and 
mother and son began dreaming of going to 
the United States. Meanwhile, Hurley was 
carrying a butcher knife to school to protect 
himself from bullies. Once Hurley’s mother 
realized her son was gay, and that she wanted 
to protect him from being drafted into the 
Russian military, she decided to become a 
mail-order bride. She flew to Seattle to meet a 
potential suitor. When she came back to Rus- 
sia, she had a ring — she’d gotten married. She 
and Hurley moved to Seattle, only to find that 
the new husband had some secrets of his own. 
I am not going to give away what happens, 
because you should see it for yourself. But I 
guarantee it will surprise you. 

Little Potato won the prize for best short 
documentary at SXSW Then it won the same 


prize at the Sarasota Film Festival. Then it 
won again at the USA Film Festival in Dallas. 

“Everywhere we’ve played so far, we’ve 
won, which is just amazing,” Hurley says. “I 
have worked on so many things before, and 
I always have to push a lot before I get any 
traction, and this has been different from the 
start. It’s nice to have this kind of response.” 

Little Potato is on its way to film festivals 
in Los Angeles, Provincetown, New York, 
and other places that haven’t officially an- 
nounced yet. 

Hurley is 35 years old and has lived in 
Seattle for 20 years. His past 
credits include cult feature 
films like Waxie Moon in 
Fallen Jewel (made with a 
bevy of Seattle performers 
including Marya Sea Kamin- 
sky, Marc Kenison, Sarah Rudinoff, John 
Osebold, Nick Garrison, and Keira McDon- 
ald) and his episodic TV series Capitol Hill 
(featuring performers like BenDeLaCreme 
and Jinkx Monsoon). 

But none of Hurley’s previous work 
matches the power of Little Potato. Hurley 
and his mother shot the short in the base- 
ment of V2, the Velocity space that existed for 
a few months in the old Value Village build- 
ing. They prepped the shoot in July 2016 and 
shot it over one day in August. Hurley says 
his mother is “an introverted, quiet person” 
who was nervous about being on-screen. 
“She was really, really supportive. She said, 
‘I’ll do whatever you need me to do,’ but she 
was nervous. And after we were done, she 
said, ‘I felt like I had a horrible illness! I’m so 
glad we’re done.’” 

The short was codirected by Nathan Mill- 
er and features animation by Clyde Petersen 
and music by Robyn Miller. It was produced 
by Mischa Jakupcak, Mel Eslyn, and Lacey 
Leavitt. 

Hurley said his mother is planning to be at 
SIFF. “That’s the most exciting thing to me. 
She watched it by herself in a room and she 
liked it a lot, but it’s going to be fun to watch 
her experience it. Like a hundred people at 
SXSW came by and said, ‘Your mom is the 
best!’ I want her to experience that. I want 
her to hear how awesome she is.” ■ 


Little Potato 

dir. Wes Hurley, Nate Miller 
Mon May 29, 6 pm, 
SIFF Cinema Uptown 



ML- LS J».T 

~ FfelTi 

ill 


TDTHI FUIIKI 


THE tOST SOTS 


THE CENTRAL COMEDY SHOW 

THURSDAY JUNE 1ST @ 8:00PM 

MOVIES + FOOD + BEER 

centra I fiiiteina.cam 2 1st 6 mm 




OPENS MAV 26 

HmU and UDian 


HE L tJOVEft M AY H & 23 i 4 5pm 


GRAHDU.LU5IONCINEMA.ORG 

H03 NE 50TH STREET I 323-3PJ5 










36 May 24, 2017 THE STRANGER 



CHOW 


Is Thackeray Trolling Seattle? 

New Wallingford Restaurant Lacks a Raison D’etre 

BY TOBIAS COUGHLIN-BOGUE 



^ tk ^allingford, as your typical anti-gentri- 
nr fication rant would tell you, is growing 

at an insane pace. Specifically, the area between 
36th and 45th Streets on Stone Way North has 
seen luxury apartments shoot up like weeds af- 
ter a rain. Seattle magazine reported that about 
700 new units have been built in the past five 
years, with more on the way. According to Zil- 
low, the average home price has nearly doubled 
in the last five years. In that time, the area has 
also seen its fair share of commercial develop- 
ment, including an ever-increasing number of 
chic, upscale restaurants. 

Given all those luxury apartments and 
million dollar homes, it’s not unreasonable to as- 
sume that the new restaurants moving in have 
had, to some extent, dollar signs in their eyes. 
However, most seem to have a credible reason 
to be there, be it the relocation of a beloved 
original, wood-fired-grill worship, or even just 
to provide a slightly more luxury-apartment- 
appropriate watering hole than the Pacific Inn. 
So when Thackeray — the Heavy Restaurant 
Group’s latest project (they also own Purple, 
Barrio, and others) — joined the mix, I wondered 
what, exactly, was their raison d’etre, beyond 
the simple task of separating Amazonians from 
their ample disposable income? 

At first glance, the menu seems more like a 
hasty collection of “Shit Seattleites Will Open 
Their Wallets For” than a thing with a cohesive 
vision or purpose. Indeed, its vaguely Medi- 
terranean theme does not dare to eschew the 
safety of a house burger and a vegetarian pasta 
dish, a six-item gin-and-tonic menu takes top 
billing on the drink list, and the place is named 
after a 19th-century English author. As far as 
restaurant identity goes, it’s a right clusterfuck. 

I met some cannabis-industry friends for 
a drink on my first visit. The wine was lovely, 
which would prove to be a theme, but the 
grilled bread that should have sated one of my 
friend’s munchies was clearly from the day 
prior, and not properly reconstituted before its 
meeting with the grill. 

How, I wondered, do you screw up $6 grilled 
bread? And, more importantly if you do screw 
it up, can you be trusted 
with a $30 albacore entree? 

You can, somehow. For 
my first proper Thackeray 
meal, the perfectly tender seared albacore we 
split for an entree came atop a well-seasoned 
cauliflower puree and was complemented by 
a dollop of very agreeable red-grape-and-rhu- 
barb agrodolce. Everything on that first run, 
in fact, was excellent, giving me hope that the 
bread thing was due more to a bad loaf than 
an apathetic, “if you make it look hip enough, 
they will come” attitude. I had a lovely smoked 
trout tartine, and I am still marveling at their 
sauteed prawn appetizer. The texturally excel- 
lent yogurt, walnut, and salsa verde spread 
was also a delight. 

So, too, was the wine — a full tour of the 
Mediterranean that largely avoids the safety 
of French varietals. I was thrilled to discover 
wines by the glass from Greece and Central 
Europe, a rarity on Seattle drink menus. 
The “Macedon” pinot from the Republic of 


Thackeray 

3400 Stone Way N, 206-737-8743 


Macedonia was a particular favorite. 

I was similarly thrilled by the service, which 
was prompt, pleasant, and helpful in a way 
that’s so often missing in Seattle. Our server 
also offered the first glimpse of a cohesive vi- 
sion for the restaurant, informing us that the 
restaurant’s unifying theme was the spice 
route from India to Europe, a cute explanation 
for the menu’s eclecticism. 

As excellent as our 
server was, I suspect it was 
purposeful, as I saw at least 
one familiar face among the floor staff. You do 
not give someone 30-year-old Armagnac, truf- 
fles, two courses of impromptu wine pairings, 
and a complimentary appetizer simply because 
they seem like someone who’d appreciate it. 
You would be hard-pressed to find someone 
who wouldn’t appreciate such treatment. 

Though anonymity might be dead to us 
food writers, thanks to social media and the re- 
markable smallness of Seattle, we don’t really 
need it. As longtime Seattle restaurant critic 
Bethany Jean Clement pointed out in her clas- 
sic essay “The End of Anonymity,” you can’t 
fake consistency. Multiple unannounced visits 
will always tease out the true character of a 
restaurant, and my subsequent meals proved 
it to be a remarkably reliable rule. In this case, 
the perfect service I got the first time only 
threw into bold relief the universally awkward 


HELLO SPACEBOY Thackeray’s most popular cocktail. 


and indifferent treatment every time thereaf- 
ter. More importantly, that first taste of their 
food turned out to be quite the red herring. 

For a more incognito experience, I went back 
for a solo late-night sandwich at the bar, ordered 
another glass of that wonderful pinot, and select- 
ed the nine-spice Lebanese shawarma, which is 
precisely where things went south. 

To begin, the fries were clearly not cooled 
properly after blanching — Jim Drohman’s se- 
cret to enduring crispiness — and they became 
mushy and unpalatable after about 30 sec- 
onds. I asked for aioli and was offered a bowl 


of something that tasted like they had simply 
whipped some lemon juice into a plastic tub 
of grocery store Greek yogurt. I’m not much 
for ketchup, but I resorted to it, the ramekin 
it came in and Thackeray’s spice-route theme 
deceiving me into thinking it might be some 
sort of house-made curried variety. Instead, it 
was very clearly Heinz. On the other side of the 
plate, a horiatiki salad was not the traditional 
Greek mix of raw, lightly dressed vegetables 
and feta that we know and love. While it had 
more flavor than anything else, it was bizarrely 
mushy and rested in several ounces of liquid. 

As for the main event, charging $18 for 
maddeningly nondescript shawarma — es- 
pecially when you are doing it less than two 
miles from Aladdin Gyro-eery — should be a 
crime. Doubly so if it is billed as having nine 
distinct spices and served in a restaurant os- 
tensibly dedicated to the foods of the Eurasian 
spice route. I have no problem paying $18 for 
a shawarma, but it better damn well be good 
and not the absolute epitome of Edouardo Jor- 
dan’s detested “white guy charging double for 
the same food as brown guy” phenomenon. If 
that shawarma and those mushy fries are re- 
ally worth $18, Aladdin’s should be $36. 

My final visit provided a glimmer of 
hope — my companion’s prosciutto Bolognese 
was perfectly executed — but I can’t say it was 
a very bright one. Certainly, doing tagliatelle 
with meat sauce well is laudable, but it isn’t 
exactly revelatory enough to redeem the 
place. And my Ethiopian fried chicken, which 
seemed like the type of signature, identity- 
establishing dish that might answer my initial 
question of purpose, did no such thing. 

Grasping for a hint of berbere, I came up 
empty-handed. Perhaps it 
was there somewhere, but 
the honey spread all over 
the chicken wasn’t making 
it easy to find. The accom- 
panying potato salad was 
fine, if completely devoid 
of black pepper, but the 
corn bread was so sweet 
as to basically be des- 
sert. The honey should 
have been saved for that, 
instead of basting an oth- 
erwise perfectly cooked 
piece of fried chicken. 

I got the distinct im- 
pression that, like William 
Makepeace Thackeray the 
author did with Victorian 
England, Thackeray the restaurant is trolling 
Amazonian Seattle. Or rather, fleecing it. Cer- 
tainly it’s fine to operate a fancy, expensive 
restaurant, so long as the experience matches 
the price. In a neighborhood absolutely explod- 
ing with luxury apartments, it’s even fine to 
open a pricier version of the casual, reliably 
good New American neighborhood joint. But 
the “reliably good” part is not optional. After 
three perplexing visits and one lovely aberra- 
tion, I still fail to see what Thackeray adds to 
the neighborhood, other than a new way to sub- 
tract dollars from overstuffed bank accounts. ■ 
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FREE WILL ASTROLOGY 

BY ROB BREZSNY 


For the Week of May 2U 

ARIES (March 21-April 19): "Sin" is a puerile concept in my eyes, so 
I don't normally use it to discuss grown-up concerns. But if you give 
me permission to invoke it in a jokey, ironic way, I'll recommend that 
you cultivate more surprising, interesting, and original sins. In other 
words, Aries, it's high time to get bored with your predictable ways of 
stirring up a ruckus. Ask God or Life to bring you some really evocative 
mischief that will show you what you've been missing and lead you to 
your next robust learning experience. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Attention, smart shoppers! Here's a 
special spring-fling offer! For a limited time only, you can get five 
cutesy oracles for the price of one! And you don't have to pay a 
penny unless they all come true! Check 'em out! Oracle #1: Should 
you wait patiently until all the conditions are absolutely perfect? No! 
Success comes from loving the mess. Oracle #2: Don't try to stop a 
sideshow you're opposed to. Stage a bigger, better show that over- 
whelms it. Oracle #3: Please, master, don't be a slave to the things you 
control. Oracle #4: Unto your own self be true? Yes! Unto your own 
hype be true? No! Oracle #5: The tortoise will beat the hare as long 
as the tortoise doesn't envy or try to emulate the hare. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Generation Kill is an HBO miniseries 
based on the experiences of a reporter embedded with US Marines 
fighting in Iraq. Early on, before the troops have been exposed to any 
serious combat, they're overflowing with trash talk. A commanding 
officer scolds them: "Gentlemen, from now on we're going to have 
to earn our stories." Although you are in a much less volatile situation 
right now, Gemini, my advice to you is the same: In the coming weeks, 
you'll have to earn your stories. You can't afford to talk big unless 
you're geared up to act big, too. You shouldn't make promises and 
entertain dares and issue challenges unless you're fully prepared to be 
a hero. Now here's my prophecy: I think you will be a hero. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): In your mind's eye, drift back in time 
to a turning point that didn't go the way you'd hoped. But don't 
dwell on the disappointment. Instead, change the memory. Visualize 
yourself then and there, but imagine you're in possession of all the 
wisdom you have gathered since then. Next, picture an alternative 
ending to the old story — a finale in which you manage to pull off 
a much better result. Bask in this transformed state of mind for 
five minutes. Repeat the whole exercise at least once a day for the 
next two weeks. It will generate good medicine that will produce a 
creative breakthrough no later than mid-June. 

LEO (July 23-Aug 22): You're being invited to boost your commit- 
ment to life and become a more vivid version of yourself. If you re- 
fuse the invitation, it will later return as a challenge. If you avoid that 
challenge, it will eventually circle back around to you as a demand. 
So I encourage you to respond now, while it's still an invitation. To 
gather the information you'll need, ask yourself these questions: 
What types of self-development are you "saving for later"? Are you 
harboring any mediocre goals or desires that dampen your lust for 
life? Do you tone down or hold back your ambitions for fear they 
would hurt or offend people you care about? 

VIRGO (Aug 23-Sept 22): "Dear Dream Doctor: I dreamed that a 
crowd of people had decided to break through a locked door using a 
long, thick wooden plank as a battering ram. The only problem was, I 
was lying on top of the plank half asleep. By the time I realized what 
was up, the agitated crowd was already at work smashing at the door. 
Luckily for me, it went well. The door got bashed in, and I wasn't hurt. 
What does my dream mean? — Nervous Virgo." Dear Virgo: Here's my 
interpretation: It's time to knock down a barrier, but you're not con- 
vinced you are ready or can do it all by yourself. Luckily, there are forces 
in your life that are conspiring to help make sure you do it. 

LIBRA (Sept 23-Oct 22): As long as you keep Syria, South Sudan, 
and North Korea off your itinerary, traveling would be food for your 
soul during the next 28 days. It would also be a balm for your primal 
worries and medicine for your outworn dogmas and an antidote for 
your comfortable illusions. Do you have the time and money neces- 
sary to make a pilgrimage to a place you regard as holy? How about 
a jaunt to a rousing sanctuary? Or an excursion to an exotic refuge 
that will shock you in friendly, healing ways? I hope that you will at 
least read a book about the territory that you may one day call your 
home away from home. 

SCORPIO (Oct 23-Nov 21): By now I'm sure you have tuned in to 
the rumblings in your deep self. Should you be concerned? Maybe a 
little, but I think the more reasonable attitude is curiosity. Even though 
the shaking is getting stronger and louder, it's also becoming more 
melodic. The power that's being unleashed will almost certainly turn 
out to be far more curative than destructive. The light it emits may 
at first look murky but will eventually bloom like a thousand moons. 
Maintain your sweet poise. Keep the graceful faith. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 22-Dec 21): Life is inviting you to decode rid- 
dles about togetherness that could boost your emotional intelligence 
and earn you the right to enjoy lyrical new expressions of intimacy. 
Will you accept the invitation? Are you willing to transcend your ha- 
bitual responses for the sake of your growth-inducing relationships? 
Are you interested in developing a greater capacity for collaboration 
and synergy? Would you be open to making a vulnerable fool of 
yourself if it helped your important alliances to fulfill their dormant 
potential? Be brave and empathetic, Sagittarius. Be creative and 
humble and affectionate. 

CAPRICORN (Dec 22-Jan 19): "In youth, we feel richer for every new 
illusion," wrote author Anne Sophie Swetchine. "In maturer years, 
for every one we lose." While that may be generally true, I think that 
even twentysomething Capricorns are likely to fall into the latter cat- 
egory in the coming weeks. Whatever your age, I foresee you shouting 
something akin to "Hallelujah!" or "Thank God!" or "Boomshakalaka 
flashbang!" as you purge disempowering fantasies that have kept you 
in bondage and naive beliefs that have led you astray. 

AQUARIUS (Jan 20-Feb 18): "There are no green thumbs or black 
thumbs," wrote horticulturist Henry Mitchell in a message you were 
destined to hear at this exact moment. "There are only gardeners 
and non-gardeners. Gardeners are the ones who get on with the high 
defiance of nature herself, creating, in the very face of her chaos and 
tornado, the bower of roses and the pride of irises. It sounds very well 
to garden a 'natural way.' You may see the natural way in any desert, 
any swamp, any leech-filled laurel hell. Defiance, on the other hand, 
is what makes gardeners." Happy Defiance Time to you, Aquarius! 
In the coming weeks, I hope you will express the most determined 
and disciplined fertility ever! 

PISCES (Feb 19-March 20): I believe it may be the right time to 
tinker with or repair a foundation, to dig down to the bottom of an 
old resource and consider transforming it at its roots. Why? After all 
this time, that foundation or resource needs your fresh attention. It 
could be lacking a nutrient that has gradually disappeared. Maybe 
it would flourish better if it got the benefit of the wisdom you have 
gained since it first became useful for you. Only you have the power 
to discern the real reasons, Pisces — and they may not be immediately 
apparent. Be tender and patient and candid as you explore. ■ 
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ROGER KISBY/ STRINGER 


Chris Cornell 

July 20, 1964-May 17, 2017 


N ews of Chris Cornell's suicide last week 
sent people racing to draw conclusions 
about what his untimely passing meant — about 
Seattle music, prescription drugs, mental 
health, celebrity, suicide, et cetera. It's an 
understandable impulse, both because of the 
changing nature of time and the way social me- 
dia contorts our most heartfelt expressions into 
uncomfortably predetermined postures. 

But the truth remains that while we think we 
know what the facts are (hanging, Ativan, hotel 
room, phone call), we don't. And even if we did, 


we still wouldn't know what they mean, because 
even by the standards of the very famous, Chris 
Cornell was famously hard to know. 

More details and speculation about his inner 
life will undoubtedly emerge over the weeks 
and months to come, until the process of strip- 
ping away his private dignity is complete, and 
his suicide, whether accidental or intentional, 
can be codified into a meme-sized platitude 
about psychic turmoil and black hole suns. 

What we do know, and mustn't forget, is this: 
Cornell was probably the most preternaturally 


gifted rock 'n' roll singer this city ever produced. 
He and his Soundgarden bandmates are as 
entrenched in the heavy DNA of Seattle music 
as it's possible to be. He was an inspired, some- 
times great, always ambitious songwriter. He 
was a father and a husband. And he was con- 
spicuously beautiful, both superficially and in 
the deep, mysterious ways that only a lifelong 
commitment to what Henry James called the 
madness of art can reveal. 

We also know we'll miss him. 

—SEAN NELSON 
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DAY SALE 


20% OFF 

AVITAS 

CARTRIDGES 


BALLARD 
LAKE CITY 
LUXPOTSHOP.COM 



(Lux) 


This product has intoxicating effects and may be habit forming. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and 
judgement Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of this drug. There may be health risks associated 
with consumption of this product. For use only by adults 21 and older. Keep out of reach of children. WAC 314-55-155 
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